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Ut mihi fepe 

Bilem, fepe jocum vefiri movere tumultus ! 

— Quibus ingens comma minaces 
Exacuit calamos, delapfaque [pilaba fede, 
Sufficit ad Bei Num. 





that the Rafhnefs of the Correctors 
® had been the great Bane and chief 
4 Corrupter of the Writings of the An- 
cients. &¢ Lemeritas corvectorum, faith he, una 


“s Librorum maxima peftis eft.’ And indeed I 
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can’t fee how it can be otherwife, when this Itch 
of Mending prevails in any great Degree in the 
Republick of Letters ; when Criticks fit down 
to Books, as roguifh Lawyers do to a Will, a 
Settlement, or a Deed, only to pick Faults, and 
find Flaws and Blemifhes in them. The Truth 
is, when thefe Men read an Author, one would 
think ’tis rather with a Defign to find Faults, 
than to improve what they may find good in 
it. If they cannot find a real Fault, they will 
be fure to make one, and corrupt the beft Senfe, 
the moft juft and exact Expreffions, to find 
Room to exercife their miferable Criticifm. But 
efpecially if the Author happens to be liable to 
the Sufpicion of Want of Exactnefs and Care, then 
they fpread all their Sails of Criticifm, never en- 
deavour to find out the genuine Senfe, but thruft 
in one of their own, which is generally ten times 
worfe than that which they reject. When this 
Spirit of Cavilling and finding Fault poffeffes them, 
Woe be to the poor Authors that come in the Way, 
and fall under their Lafh: Nothing to be fure 
will be able to ftand before them, they will warp 
and torture a poor Paflage a thoufand Ways, to 
pleafe their Vanity, and gratify their Pedantry. 
Then no Regard fhall be had to the Propriety of 
Language, the Connexion of the Senfe, nor even 
to the Quantity of Metre, which, being fo exact 
and regular, one would think fhould be lefs liable 
to Miftakes, Of this laft I remember a remark- 
able Inftance on a Paflage in the Itinerary of Ra- 
tilius Numetianus, which runs thus: 


Aras Peonjiam meruit Medicina per artem, 
Fatius SS Alcides Nobilitate Deus. 


Butas the Word Nobilitate in the fecond Verfe does 
nut igem to be full enough, and to come up to the 
Merits: 
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Merits and Glory of the Hero, M. ve Clerc has 
endeavour’d to fupply this Defect, by reading No- 
bilis arte Deus ; which does not, I conceive, mend 
the Matter at all. This a learned Man, and a 
fagacious Critick (as you will judge) does by no 
means approve, but propofes a Conjecture of his 
own, which he thinks is more fuitable to the Senfe 
of the Place, and the Genius of the Author, by 
reading Ferocitate Deus. Thus, like a true Tinker, 
he has made two Holes inftead of one, and, in the 
Compafs of four Letters, makes a fhift to commie 
two egregious Blunders inthe Metre, and then plumes 
and applauds himfelf for his wonderful happy Dif- 
covery. 

’T would amaze one to think what fad Work 
thefe Botchers have made with fome of the beft 
Writers, whom they have left, like poor Despho- 
bus, laceros crudeitter ora, and fo wretchedly man- 
sled and defaced, that if they were to rife out of 
their Graves, they would not really know their 
own Works themfelves, or at leaft would be afhamed 
to own them. So fadly has Horace been treated 
by Daniel Heinfius in his Notes and Obfervations, 
and the ftrange Alterations he has made in that 
Poet, (of which, by the way, ’tis faid, there is not 
one that is really juft) that his Edition appears to 
be quite a new ook, and entirely different from 
all thofe that have been publifh’d before ; nay, 
even Zerence himfelf, that plain, eafy, anc agree- 
able Writer, who, one would think, might have 
come off better, has met with the fame hard Mea- 
fire from M. Gayet, a Critick of Note among the 
Frezch, who has taken fach unfuflerable Liberties 
with him, made fuch a Number of needlefs Alte- 
tutions and Cranfpofitions in the Text, lopping off, 
without Mercy, fome of the moft beautiful Paf- 
fages, and that out of pure Whim and Fancy, that 
he juitly comes within the Statute of mangling and 
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defacing, and has given the Poet a fair Aétion a- 
gainft him in the Court of Parnaffus, and the Re- 
publick of Letters; nay, the great Scaliger him- 
felf, who complain’d of this very Thing, and made 
the Obfervation I mention’d in the Beginning of 
my Letter, has not been free from this Temerity 
himfelf, and by the wretched Work he has made 
with Manilius, and the many wrong Correétions 
he has flurg into. that fine Poem (which, by the 
Care and’ Sagacity of Dr. Bentley, has been lately 
publifh’d, and reftored to its primitive Purity and 
Brightnefs) hath plainly fhewn how eafy it is to 
find Faults in others, and how hard it is to avoid 
thofe very Faults ourfelves, and juftified the Title 
of Praceps Criticus, which long fince was given 
him by Sir Henry Savil.* 

But not to lay too heavy a Load upon the Criticks, 
nor to fling the whole Evil into:their Scale, I am fen- 
{ible the Corruption of Books may be traced much 
higher, and juftly imputed to the Ignorance, Hurry, 
and Carelefsnefs of the firft Copiers of MSS. I fay to. 
the Ignorance of Copiers : Fer thefe, in the earlieft 
‘Times, were generally ftupid and illiterate Monks, 
who, tho’ they hada great deal.of Time and Lei- 
fure, yet wanted that found Learning and Judg- 
ment, that Difcernment and Sagacity, which are 
requifite for fuch a Work. Befides, the Copying 
of MSS. was a Tafk impofed upon them by their 
Superiors, to keep them employed. and it cannot 
be wonder’d, if, for. Want of chefe Qualifications,. 


* His Words are: Julius Scaliger, preceps Criticus, ineptus 
Phiicfophus, furiofus Mathematicus, © preterea nihil. We may 
be fore that Gentleman had been ill ufed by Sca/iger, who would 
lav furioufly about him, deal very freely with his Cenfurers, 
and, like a true Critick, fpare neither Friend nor Foe, nor any 
Writer that camein his Way : Since otherwife I am perfuaded, 
io good natured and well bred a Man as Sir Harry was, would 
sever have borne fo hard on the Charafter of a learned Man, 
"or made uch fevere. Kefiedliors upon him. 


they. 
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they flubber’d over their Works, and often left 
more Faults in thofe Papers, than they had when 
they came into their Hands. In latter Ages it be- 
came a Trade and a Livelihood to tranfcribe MSS. 
which, before the Invention of Printing, fold very 
well, and went off at fo much a Sheet ; and I will 
Jeave you, Sir, to judge what could be expected 
from Men, gui non Fame, fed Fami inferviebant, 
who did not work for Reputation, but for Bread ; 
but that they muft multiply various Readings and 
Miftakes, and fcatter Abundance of Blunders in 
the Writings of the Ancients. This is what has 
been the Cafe of the very beft of Books; nay, 
even the Scriptures themfelves have not efcaped fuch 
a Fate: Witnefs the many thoufand of various 
Readings which occur in fo fmall a Volume as the 
New Teftament. 

When the learned Dr. AGil/, of Oxford, publifh’d 
his curious Edition of thofe holy Writers, and de- 
clared he had found above thirty various Readings 
in them, this Affertion had a different Effeét upon 
his Readers. To fome it gave great Scandal and 
Offence ; to others a fecret Joy, and an Opporiu- 
nity of raifing a frefh Battery againft the Autho- 
rity of thefe holy Writings. Some pious.and well- 
meaning Men, but not fo well vers’d in the Nature 
of MSS. upon this Difcovery, cried out, that all 
was loft, that this would make the facred Text en- 
tirely precarious, and give a deadly Wound ‘to the 
Chriftian Revelation. And as its Enemies are 
never better pleafed, than when they can turn the 
Weapons of the Church againft itfelf, and take an 
Advantage from any weak and indifcreet Concef- 
fions of the Clergy, they did by no means drop, 
but eagerly catch at this Argument, and urged 
it a Pomp and Triumph in the Caufe of Infi- 
aelity, 
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The late Dr. Whithy (a Man of great Learning, 
but of very little Judgment, as appears by the odd 
Pieces and ftrange Notions he publifl’d fome time 
before his Death) firft began the Cry, and founded 
the Alarm, by formally declaring, that Dr. Mail 
had taken abundance of Pains, and fpent many 
Years, to render the Text of the New Teftament 
entirely precarious, and to expofe the Reformation 
to the Sneer of the Roman Catholicks, and Reli- 
gion itfelf to the Contempt of Infidels. 

But a few Reflections will fhew, that this was alla 
falfe Alarm, a mere Scare-crow and panick Fear ; 
that there was not the leaft Reafon for this Outcry 
of the Doétor; and that thefe various Readings, 
that gave fo much Offence, inftead of weakening 
the Authority of the Text, rather ferve to confirm 
and ftrengthen it ; that, in the very Nature of Things, 
it could not really be otherwife ; that, confidering 
the many thoufand Copies that have been made of 
thefe facred Books, it was morally impoffible but 
that many various Le¢tions muft have crept into 
the Text, without Providence had ftood at the 
Elbow of every Copyift to guide his Hand, and 
to direé&t his Pen, which would have required fuch 
a continued Series of Miracles, as no reafonable 
Perfon could ever expect or defire. I wi!] venture 
farther to fay, that the different Readings, fo much 
complain’d of, have been of great Ufe and Ad- 
vantage to the learned World: 


——Aliqui/que malo fuit ufus in illo. 


They have been of great Help to Criticks, as they 
enabled them to publifh more exact and correét 
Editions of the New Teftament. This was the 
Cafe of Harry Stephens, the famous Printer, who, 
by the Affiftance of MSS. the Help of thefe vari- 
ous Readings, and his own great Learning and 

| Saga: 
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Sagacity, has fo judicioufly fettled the Text of thofe 
holy Writings, that his Edition is now become 
the Standard to all others, and the Rule to all 
Nations and Religions in the World. But, laftly, 
what comes home and full to the Point, and is fuf- 
ficient to remove the Scruples of pious and religi- 
ous Men, defeat the Attempts, and difmount the 
Batteries of the Enemies of Revelation, is, that a- 
mong, the thirty thoufand Readings, about which 
fo much Noife and Pother has been made (and I 
dare fay, were there thirty thoufand more, the Cafe 
would be the very fame) not one of thefe hath 
yet done the Jeaft Harm and Prejudice to Religion; 
not one fingle Article of Faith, not one Precept 
of Morality, has been loft or perverted by thefe 
various Leétions ; not any one new Doétrine has 
yet been introduced, not one old one loft or de- 
ftroyed by them. The Stream (thank God) has 
ftill run pure and clear, and thofe holy Writings 
have come down entirely unfullied to Pofterity, and 
all this, without a continued Series of Miracles to 
direét the Hand of every Scribe. So that thefe 
different Readings, fo loudly complain’d of, inftead 
of prejudicing the Authority of the Scripture, as 
I have obferv’d before, have ferved to ftrengthen 
and confirm ic. But I can’t fay this has been the 
Cafe of the other Writers ; for whether the Copyifts 
took lefs Liberty with the facred Authors, and 
fhewed a lefs Regard to the prophane ones, ’tis 
certain thefe laft have fuffer’d very much by care- 
lefs and blundering Tranfcribers. In Procefs of 
Time, fuch a Darknefs and Corruption had over- 
fpread the beft ancient Authors, that it was almoft 
impoffible to find the true Senfe, or indeed to make 
any Senfe at all of them. The rank Weeds have 
fo over-run the Ground, that the Style, Language, 
and Senfe, were in danger of being entirely loft, 
had not a Set of learned Men, upon the Revival 
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of Learning, had Courage enough to {tem the Tide 
of Ignorance, to remedy the Evil, to remove the 
Rubbifh, and reftore thofe valuable Kemains of 
Antiquity to their primitive Luftre and, Brightnefs, 
This, without doubt, was a troublefome Work, 
attended with the fame Drudgery as the cleanfing 
of Augeas’s Stables, and it often required more 
Time and Labour in correéting ancient Writings, 
than the Authors themfelves had taken in compo- 
fing them at firft. This Era/mus tells us was his 
Cafe, when he revifed and publifhed the volumi- 
nous Works of St. Ferom. Unum illud (faith he) 
audatier dicam, minoris [lieronymo confiitife libros 
hos quam nobis vrefiitutos, & paxcioribus Vigiltis 
apud illum natos fuiffe, quain apud nos renatos ,* 
that is, I dare boldly fay, that it has coft me more 
Pains, and more watchful Nights, to review and 
correct thefe Works of St. ‘Zerom, tian it cid him 
when he compofed them. In another Place, + to 
the fame Purpofe; he faith, duthorem, ut quifque 
dignifiimus eff, ita maximé depravatum baéemys ; 
horum opera fattum eff, ut in reftituendo Hieronyto 
doétis aliquot plus fudoris impen{um fit, quam ipfe 
in fcvibendo infumpferit , that Is, it is the Fate of 
the very beft Authors, to have been moft corrupted 
in the Text, and this is the Reafon that it coit jome 
Jearned Men more Labour and Sweat in reftoring 
the Works of that Father, than it really did him 
in compofing them at firft. 

But this did not damp and difccurage thofe Heroes 
in Literature, who willingly fpent the beit Part of their 
Lives, and facrificed their Eafe and Pleafure, to ac- 
complifh aWork fonoble, and fo ufeful to Mankind. 
Thus Nicholas Heinfius employed no lefs than 30 
Years in revifing Virgil, and rectifying the Text. 


Vide Erafmi Prafaticnem in Hiercn. 
Vide St. Hieron, Vol, 1. p. 149. Edit. Frolen. 
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With equal Succefs he fpent a great deal of Time 
ypon Ovid and Claudian, both which he has reftored 
to their original Brightnefs. For this, thofe learned 
(Men {pared no Pains, but, as I faid before, denied 
themfelves their Reft, left Sleep fhould break in 
upon their Work, and interrupt their Labours. 
’Tis reported of a Man of great Learning, that he 
uled to faften a Bell to one of his Feet, to keep 
himfelf awake, when he was inclined to doze. The 
great Salma/ius was fo intent upon thefe Studies in the 
Library at Heidelberg, that he allowed himfelf but 
one Night in three to take Refrefhment and Reft. 
But no one went farther in this Point than the fa- 
mous Cau/fabon, who ufed to pour Vinegar into his 
Eyes to keep himfelt {till awake by the Pajn and 
Smart of that Liquor. 

Thus they proceeded at firft with great Succefs, 
in hopes of {cattering the Darknefs, and get- 
ting the better of Error and Ignorance; but they 
unhappily fell into the fame Misfortune, which 
has fo often defeated.the beft and nobleft De- 
fiens, and inftead of uniting their Labours, fell 
out among themfelves, and demolifhed the Fa- 
brick, before it was compleated. This (which 
one would have thought might have render’d 
them more cautious, and hindered them from fplit- 
ting upon that Rock) had been the very Cafe of 
the ancient Philofophers, who after the Deaths of 
Socrates and Plato, their Mafters, crumbled into 
feveral Sects, fell together by the Ears, and fpend- 
ing their Lives in confuting each other, loft the pro- 
per Scent which they fhould have gone upon, and 
miffed their great and noble End, the Search into 
Wifdom, and the Works of Nature. But it muft 
be faid to the Honour of the Philofophers, that 
they proceeded with greater Decorum, and managed 
their Difputes with more Coolnefs and Moderation, 


than the Criticks: For thefe kept within no Bounds of 
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Decency, gave one another hard Names, and Por- 

ters Language, and ran into fuch Exceffes, as were 

unworthy of Men of Learning and a liberal Edu- 
cation, which fhould have fofren’d their Tempers, 
- polifh’d their Manners ; fince, as the Poet ob- 
erves : 


Ingenuas didiciffe fideliter Artes, 
Emallit mores, nec finit effe feros. Ovid. 


*Tis really diverting to fee how warmly they dif. 
puted about the Meaning of ancient Words,* about 
which they fhew’d the fame Concern, as if they 
were the Words of a Will, and their whole Eftate 
and Happinefs were at Stake ; how they fpent 
their whole Lives in obferving Comma’s, inverted 
Letters, and fuch Trifles in Criticifm, with the 
fame Heat and Fiercenefs as if the Happinefs of Fa- 
milies, the Revolutions of States, and the Fates of 
Empires depended on fuch trifling Obfervations. 
The firft who fignaliz’d himfelf for this rough and 
unhandfome Manner, was the famous Scaliger, who, 
to give him his Due, was a Perfon of immenfe 
Knowledge, and had fo much improved the Art of 
Criticifm, that he gain’d the Title of tmwepxpézixes, or 
Prince of the Critics. To maintain this vain Title, 
this imaginary Dignity, he laid furioufly about him, 
{pared neither Friend nor Foe, but with the great- 
eft Freedom beftowed his hard Names and abufive 
Language upon all the great Men of his Time. 
Era/mus among the reft felt the Smart of his Lath, 
and the Effects of his exceffive Railing: He gave 
him the civil Names of Afs, Fool, ftupid Wretch, 
and ignorant Blockhead ; and laftly he called him 
downright Son of a Whore, declaring ferioufly 
at the fame Time, that he had heard fomething of 
it before, but becaufe he was not fure of the Truth 


* See the Works of the late Duke of Buckingham. 
8 
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of it, he could not hazard the Credit of his former 
Criticifms, by mixing falfe and uncertain Facts with 
them. All which Abufes that wife Man received 
with Calmnefs and Moderation, and treated with 
the juft Scorn and Contempt they deferved. So fond 
was Scaliger of his Criticifms, and fo careful not to 
lofe the Credit of them, that, tho’ he was inform’d 
that Cardan had correéted many Faults in his Book 
de {ubtilitate [cientiarum, he refolved not to read that 
Edition, left he thould be obliged to retraé the 
Cenfures and Inve¢tives that he had publithed againit 
him. But thishaughty Critick* met with his Match 
at laft, and the Wolf of the Hercynian Foreft foil’d 
him at his own Weapons, ufed him as he deferved, 
and worried him as he had done others before. 
The Perfon I mean, was the dreadful Scioppius, 
the Terrour and Scourge of all the Writers of his 
Time. Who can without Indignation fee the rude 
infolent Manner, with which he has attacked the 
Men of greateft Reputation of his Age, as Thuanus, 
Scaliger, Vofius, Stvada, and the whole Society of 
the Fe/uits, which he was once a Member of him- 
felft To compleat the whole, he had, before he 
died, collected a heap of all the Rubbith he could 
rake up, which he call’d his Kex pooper, or his 
Dung-cart, with which. he defign’d to infeét the 
whole. Republick of Letters, 

But in the Name of Senfe and Reafon, what, after all, 
were thefe weighty Matters which, to the Scandal of 
Learning, fo divided Men of Letters, fowed thele 
Seeds of Difcord among them, and raifed 


Hos Motus animorum, atque bac Certamina 
Tanta ? 


* Vide Theiffier’s Eloges deM. Du Thou. Vol. the it. Page 36. 
t Vide Baillet's fugemens deScavans, Vol. I. Page 36. 
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Why, they were often but mere Quibbles and 
Trifles ; the Alteration of one Word, the Difplac- 
ing of one poor Syllable, were enough to kindle 
the moft dreadful War. Nay, even one fingle Let- 
ter has rais’d a moft crue] Feud among the Cri- 
ticks, and broke out into the moft fierce and violent 
Effects. Witnefs the ridiculous Difpute between 
Manutius and Lambin upon this weighty Point, 
whether the Word confumptum was to be writ with 
a por without one? Manutius warmly maintain’d 
the Affirmative, Lambin with as much Zeal ftood 
up for the Negative. But after many Difputes, 
and very ill Language between the two Champions, 
Manutius having luckily found an o!d Stone, a 
Piece of an ancient Infcription, where the Word 
was written with a p, in a great Paffton flung it at 
Lambin’s Head, bruifed his Face, and broke his 
Nofe with it. Sometimes a trifling filly Grammar 
Rule has kindled fuch a Fire as could hardly be 
ever extinguifhed, Such was the Conteft between Cru- 
fius and Frifchlinus, two Grammarians, who kept 
within no Bounds of Civility and Moderation ; the 
firft gave his Antagonift the genteel Names of 
Rogue, Rafcal, and good for nothing Wretch ; 
the laft, who was refolved not to be in his Debt, 
returned thefe with Intereft, and called the other a 
ftupid Wretch, 2 Hog, a Bear, a Cuckold, and 
Father of Cuckolds. But why all this Rage and 
Fury, why all this Porters Language? You'll 
think, Sir, it was about a Matter ‘of great Confe- 
quence, Not at all, the grand Affair was, that Cru- 
fius had referred to the tourth Rule of Syntax of 
the Verbs, that which could only belong to the Syn- 
tax of the Nouns, 

But thefe Enmities and Jars were hardly cool and 
fubfided, when Frifchlinus, not approving of the 
Grammars that were ufed in his Time, compofed 
another for the Ufe of his own Scholars, and the 

| bettey 
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better to fet it off, and recommend it to the World, 
he publifhed an infulting Piece, which: he called 
the Curry-comb, which he faid was to curry and rub 
down all the other Grammarians. Nettled at this, 
Crufius replied with another Work full as fevere, 
which he called the Counter-curry-comb * 5 and this 
raifed fuch a cruel War between them, that ’tis faid 
one of them killed himfelf for Grief -{. Such fad 
Effects have been produced by the Spirit of Wrang- 
ling and Criticifm. I fhall add but a few Inftances 
more, and then take Leave of the melancholy Sub- 
ject. Thus Francis Robortel, having made fome 
critical Remarks on the Works of Eguatius, they 
were fo refented by this laft, that many Years after- 
wards, when he was grown old, meeting with his 
Enemy in the Streets at Venice, he drew his Dagger 
upon him, to be revenged of his Criticifms, and 
gave him fuch a Wound, as very near coft him 
his Life. So fierce was the Conteft between Han- 
nibal Caro and Caftelvetro,, that it paffed alfo, 2 
verbis ad verbera, from hard Words to hard Blows. 
The laft of thefe was foundly threfh’d in theSquabble, 
and, for fear of worfe Ufage, was forced to fly his. 
Country, to wander for fome Yearsa Vagabond abroad, 
and not to return Home, till he heard of the Death 
of his Enemy |. Every Body knows that thro’ the 
Force of this Odium Criticum, but under Pretence. 
of revenging the Caufe of 4riforl, whofe Writings 
had been ceniured by Ramus, Charpentier cauled 
that great Man to be affaffinated in the Maffacre at 
Paris; and that Denys Lambin, upon the fame Ac- 


* See Baillet’s F ugemens des Scavans, & Theiffier’s Eloges de Du 
Tho. 

+ I know Mr. La Monoye, in his Notes upon Baillet, denies 
this Faét, and faith, ** That Fri/ch/inus having, for fome Faults 


«* he had committed, been caft into Prifon, and attempting. 


** to efcape out of it, broke his Neck, and miferably perift’d 
‘¢ by the Fail. 
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count, and fearing the fame Ufage, died about a 
Month afterwards with Grief*. To give but one 
Inftance more ; ’tis affirmed, that Fobn Mullerus 
was affaffinated by the Children of George of Trebi- 
zond, and that for no other Caufe, but that he 
had cenfur’d the Writings of their Father, and 
marked the Faults and Miftakes he had made in 
his Tranflation of, and his Remarks upon the //- 
mageft of Ptolemy. Thefe cruel Jars and Feuds, 
this fierce and implacable Hatred among the Cri- 
ticks gave great Offence to coo! and moderate 
Men, and among others drew this Coinplaint from 
Ludovicus Vives, a confiderable Writer in his Time, 
that it was a Shame and Scandal to Learning, to 
fee that Rogues and Thieves, Panders and Bawds, 
lived in greater Union and ftriéter Friendfhip, chan 
the Men of Letters did among themfelves. Nonxe 
Turpifimum (faith he) Latrones €f Lenones majure 
pace &F confentione vivere inter fe quam literatos. 
This alfo gave fuch a Difguft to another ingenious 
Man, and a Writer of fome Figure, that he ufed 
to beg + of God in his Prayers, to remove him out 
of the World, that he might behold his Glory, and 
enjoy the Happinefs of Heaven, and at the fame 
Time be delivered from the Malice and Perfecu- 
tions of the Criticks and Grammarians. And laft- 
ly, this gave fuch an Offence to David Pareus, 
that he charged his Sen, upon his Death-bed, never 
to concern himfelf with Criticifm, becaufe he was 
{ure none but the Devil could be the Author of 
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* See Bailler’s Fugemens, &c. Vol. I. p. 36. 

+ The Prayer of the famous Dr. Barrow is of a different 
Nature, among whofe Papers was found a kind of Rapture atter 
his Death, in which he beg’d of God to remove him out of the 
World, that he might behold his Glory in its full Brightnefs, 
and arrive to a compleat Knowledge of the Mathematicks, 
without the Drudgery of io many odious but neceflary Confe- 
quences, in order to arrive at the Truth. 
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fuch a wretched Art, and curfed Erudition; an Art 
which kindled fuch perpetual Quarrels,- and broke 
in upon Friendfhip, Humanity, and even upon the 
ftriéteft Ties of Affinity and Blood; which laft has 
indeed too often been the Cafe. This bred fuch a 
Hatred and Jealoufy between the Pithei, two learn- 
ed Brothers, that they were perpetually jarring and 
quarreling, ftealing one anothers Papers, pilfer- 
ing, each other’s Remarks, and publifhing them as 
their own. Even the great Scaliger himfelf, who 
had laid about him with fo much Fury, and never 
fpared any one that came in his Way, found a fe- 
vere Critick in his Son Fo/epb after his Death ; for 
he aceufed him of Ignorance of the Greek Poetry : 
«© My Father (faid he) had no great Knowledge of 
«¢ the Poetry of the Greeks, and therefore no great 
«¢ Streis can be laid upon the Judgments he had 
‘¢ pafs’d upon the Poets of that Nation.” + But no- 
thing came up to the Ingratitude of the younger 
Duberdier to his Father, who had commended and 
praifed him for his ingenious Mifcellany Poems ; 
for which, after his Death, he made him this un- 
gracious Return: ‘* My Father (faith he, in his 
“ Bibliotheca Ge/neri) has been guilty of Abun- 
«* dance of Faults and Miftakes:” In another 
Place, *¢ My Father has here beftowed much La- 
“ bour and Pains, but has fhewn very little Induf- 
*¢ try and Judgment.” Thefe Reflections he was 
defired by his Friends and Relations to fupprefs ; 
buc nothing could prevail upon him to retract his 
Criticifms, and to leave them out of his Works. 
For fuch is the Nature of a true Critick, that he 
will part with his Wiie, his Children, or any Thing 
that is never fo dearto him, rather than lofea be- 
loved Remark and a favourite Criticifm., This 
natural Fondnefs occafion’d the heavy Complaints of 


t VY. Scakgerana, p.163. under the Word mufcus. 
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Gifanius againft Scioppius, and the bitter Invectives 
which he wrote againft him. The Matter in fhore 
was this, Scioppius had a great Mind to fee the 
Notes which the other had writ upon Symmachus, 
by reafon of a Work he was about to publifh, 
This Gifanius flatly refufed, telling him that he 
might as well have afk’d him for the Ufe of his 
Wife, and that he would as foon part with one as 
the other. But Scioppius having found Means to 
get a Sight of that Book, and made ufe of it in a 
Piece he gave to the Publick, this caufed a Breach 
and long Difputes between them, wherein hard 
Names and Reproaches were not fpared. Gifanius 
complained of his Misfortune in having harboured 
an Harpy and domeftick Thief in his Houfe, who 
had rob’d him of his Symmachus. Juft fuch a 
Quarrel happened between two learned Men with 
as much Heat, and as little Reafon, abouta Paffage 
in the Annals of Tacitus, where the Reading in the 
MSS. and printed Books ftood thus, guavum id 
Czfari, which made no Manner of Senfe, and had 
no Connection with the Text. This Muréus per- 
ceived, and judicioufly alter’d into gnarum id Ce- 
fari, i. e. this was known to Cefar ; which Difco- 
very he was as fond of as if it had been his own 
Child. But Lipfus having occafionally made the 
fame Remark, the other, nettled at this, fell foui 
upon him, and accufed him of ftealing his Emen- 
dation; as if he had rob’d him of a very precious 
and valuable Jewel, or, as if it was not poffible, after 
all, that two learned Men might hit upon the fame 
Thought, and make the fame Correétion, which 
feems plain and obvious enough. But nothing could 
pacify the genus irritabile criticorum, and they 
never were heartily Friends afterwards. But the 
greateft Inftance of Fondnefs for a favourite Criti- 
cifm was that of poor Skinke/, who was executed 

for 
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for his Religion in the Duke of 4/va’s Perfecution 
at Delphi in Holland; and who, when he was going 
to be hang’d, could not help thinking ofa darling 
Emendation he had made in Seneca, and recom- 
mending it as a valuable Legacy to his Friend. 
This Skinkel was a Man of Letters, who got a 
Livelihood by copying and publifhing Manufcripts. 
But having been accufed of holding fome of the 
new Opinions of the Proteftants, he was condemn’d 
to Death by the Magiftrates of De/pbt; this he 
fuffered with amazing Courage and Conftancy, and 
fhew’d fo little Fear and Concern, that two or three 
Hours before his Execution, he compofed fome 
hundred Latin Verfes, which he dedicated to two of 
his Friends P.ter Forrefius of Alcmaer, and Corne- 
lius Perkeyden of Leyden. Adrian Funius relates, 
that juft as he was going to fuffer Death, he enter- 
tained him with a Remark he had made upon the 
forty-fecond Verfe of Sexeca’s Tragedy of Ofavia, 
where, he affirmed, the true Reading was Tha- 
mefis and not Ybhimais, as it ftands in all the Edi- 
tions of that Poet. This he protefted was a juft 
Fmendation, and defired him, the firft Opportu- 
nity he had, to communicate it to the World. So 
he went off like a true Critick, with the Satisfaction 
of having madea juft Remark upon a Roman Poet*, 

But this fierce Spirit of Criticifm, befides the 
Il-blood it has rais’d, befides the Jars and Quar- 
rels it has made, and the Difreputation it has 
brought upon Learned Men, has been attended 
with another bad Confequence, by checking great 
Defigns, fuppreffing fome ufeful and excellent Works, 
and difcouraging fome modeft but worthy Men 
irom appearing in Print, for Fear of falling under 
tie Juath and Cenfure of the Criticks, which feems 


* See Gira d Brand’: Hillory of the Reformaticn of the 
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to be a Kind of Tax that all Writers owe to the 
Publick. 1 can.remember but two Exceptions to 
this general Rule; the firft is, the famous Mathe- 
matician Euclid, who,’tis faid, was fo cautious and 
exaét in what he publifhed, that he never commit- 
ted a Fault, nor ever made any Miftake, that 
could give a Handle to the Criticks, and expofe 
him to their Cenfure. The other Inftance is that 
of a very learned Man in our Days, the illuftrious 
Baron Spanheim, Miunifter of State to the late King 
of Pruffia, and his Embaffador * to feveral Courts 
of Europe. ’Tis hard to judge whether this great 
Man gain’d more Honour and Reputation by his 
Skill in political Affairs,and the many Negotiations 
he went honourably through, or by his extenfive and 
univerfal Learning ; and in fhort, whether he made 
a nobler Figure in the State or the Republick of 
Letters. ’Tisamazing to think how a Perfon that 
had lived all his Time in the Noife and Hurry of 
Courts, and had the Interefts of fo many Princes 
and Nations in his Head, could find fo much Time 
to ftudy, and to compofe the many learned Pieces 
which he gave to the World. But, what is ftill 
more furprifing, is, that his Writings never were 
cenfured by any Author whatfoever, which yet 
has been the Fate of the beft and moft judicious 
Writers: Scaliger and Era/mus, thofe great Lights 
in Literature, nay even Homer and Virgil them- 
felves, have paid their Forfeit, fubmitted to the 
Tax, and have been feverely handled by the Pens 
of the Criticks ; but the Writings of Mr. Span- 
heim + have had the good Luck to efcape, and {till 
to have the Efteem and Approbation of the World; 
which I can only afcribe to his great Politenefs and 
good Breeding, to the Sweetnefs of his Temper, the 


* Dis laft Embafly was in Exgland, wi ere he cied, in London. 
t Vide Theiffier’s Eloges de M. Du Thor, Vol. 1V. p. 42. 
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Juftnefs of his Judgment, and the great Care he 
took not to fuffer any Thing, but what was en- 
tirely finifhed, to go out of his Hands: 

You may perhaps wonder, I have yet made no 
mention of the famous Dr. Bentley, the Honour of his 
Age, and the Glory of his Country, who by his won- 
derful Sagacity and Difcernment, his felix audacia, 
and, if I may fo fay, the mens divinior, which are fo 
very neceffary for a judicious Critick, has exceeded 
all the learned Men in this Way, that ever went 
before him; and by his noble Performances upon 
Horace, Terence, and lately upon Manilius, has as 
much outdone the Scaligers, the Salmatii, and 
the Cau/fabons, thofe Heroes in Literature, as they 
furpaffed the Schoolboys and Frefhmen of their 
Time ; but who has been thought not always to 
have kept his Temper, but to have given a little 
too much into the Heats and Exceffes of his Bre- 
thren the Criticks.—I own it: But, Sir, if you con- 
fider the fad ftupid People he had to deal with, the 
many Provocations he received, and withall the 
creat Service he has done to the Republick of Let- 
ters, and will fling thefe into the other Scale, I 
hope you will be inclined to draw a favourable 
Veil over thefe Nevi, thefe Flaws and human 
Frailtieés, and on fome Occafions will allow the 
Dotior, 


Quefitam meritis fumere fuperbiam, 
I beg Pardon for this Digreffion, it being a Piece 
of Juftice I could not refufe to a learned Man and 


a Miafter, 


Memer adie ion alio rege pueritie mutateque toz@. 


} have now done with the Remarks I defigned up- 
en Criticifm ard the Criticks, where I have endea- 
£2 voured 
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voured to account for the Faults and Corruptions 
that had crept into the Writings of the Ancients, 
the Steps that have been made to correct and fet 
them right, and the Pains which Criticks have 
taken to remove that Rubbifh, to clear the Ground 
of Weeds, and to reftore the true Senfe and Reac- 
ing of thofe valuable Remains of Antiquity, and 
to thew, at the fame Time, the unhappy Jars and 
Differences they have been guilty of, to the eter- 
nal Scandal of Learning and polite Literature. 

And now, Sir, after this frightful Piéture, this 
difmal Account I have given you of the Criticks, 
you may perhaps wonder that I fhould offer to 
fet up for one myfelf. But I will affure you that I 
fhal) propofe my Thoughts with all the Modefty I 
can, fhall Jay no manner of Strefs upon them, and 
without relying in the Jeaft upon my own Judg- 
ment, will entirely fubmit to be determined by 
your’s. What chiefly engaged me to fend you thefe 
following trifling Remarks, is, that rhey are upon 
an Author for whom I know you have a very 
great Efteem, and nofturnd verf{a/que manu verfa/- 
gue ciurnd, 1 mean Virgil, who I confefs is at 
prefent much my Tafte. Horac., Ovid, and Ca- 
tullus, were formerly the Pleafure and fintertain- 
ment of my Youth, to enliven my Solitude, to 
add to the Pleafure of my Garden, and to make 
me with Pleafure Letum filvas inter reptare [alubre:. 
But now, | muft own, my Thoughts have taken 
another turn, and Virgil and Tu//y are become the 
Delight of my riper Years; the laft cfpecially, 
who “when my Teeth have been fet on Edge, and 
my Stomach turn’d: by the loathfome and difcou- 
raging Defcription ‘favenal has given of Old Age) 
fets me right again, makes me to be almoft in 
love with Years, and endeavour to learn the Art 
which is recommended by a great Divine * of our 

* Dr. Tillotfon. 
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Church, and which fo very few know how to prac- 
cife, I mean, decently to grow old. 

The firft of my Conjectures (for I will not pre- 
fume to give them another Name, but will only 
offer them to you as fuch) is upon the laft Verfe ot 
Virgir’s third Paftoral,which you know, Sir, contains 
a fine Landfkip, an agreeable rural Scene, and an 
entertaining Defcription of two Shepherds contend- 
ing for the Prize of Poetry and Mufick ; who fee- 
ing the Shepherd Palemox, their Neighbour, acci- 
dentally paffing by, defire him to give all the Atten- 
tion he can toa Matter of fo great Confequence, and 
agree to make him the Judge of their weighty Con- 
teit. When the Debate was over, the Umpire, un- 
willing to difoblige either of them, declares it was 
not in his Power to decide fo weighty a Contro- 
verfy, that they both of them equally deferved the 
Prize, as did all who, like them, mores aut me- 
tuet dulces, aut experietur amaros who fhould 
tear the Happinefs of their Loves, or, who had 
proved unhappy in them. Now the Difficulty in 
this Paffage, I conceive, lies in thefe Words, .7- 
mores aut metuet dulces, i.e. fhould fear or mif- 
truft the Happinefs of his Love, or, which is a 
more literal Verfion, fhould be afraid of being happy 
in his Paffion, .If this laft was the Cafe of Afena/- 
cas, he was, I dare fay, the firft Shepherd thac 
ever had fuch a Fear, and the lJaft that will have 
it, Since the Defire of being happy in Love is as 
natural as the Love itfelf. I know, Sir, what the 
Commentators, who are never at a Lofsto defend 
an old Reading they have long been accuftomed 
to, have faid upon this Subject. Raeus thinks, the 
Meaning is, whofoever fhall miftruft his Happinefs 
in Love. To fupport this Senfe, he quotes thefe 
two Verfes, 
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Quid prodeft, 8c. 
Ab! what avails it me, my Love’s Delight, 
To call you mine, when abfent from my Sight ? 
L bold the Nets, when you purfue the Prey, 
And muft not foare the Danger of the Day. 

Mr. Drypen. 





Which I conceive does by no Means come up to 
the Point he would prove, fince the Words are 
only a moving Complaint of the Lover, that he 
had not enough of the Company of his Love, and 
could not fhare the Honour and Danger of running 
down the wild Boar. Servius, I own, quotes ano- 
ther Paffage in Favour of this Senfe, which, in my 
Opinion, is {till more out of the Way, and lefs to 
the Purpofe ; 


The Kids with Pleafure browze the bufhy Plain, 
The Showers are grateful to the fwelling Grain, 
But more than all the World my Love to me. ib. 


Now, Sir, I will appeal to any one, whether in 
thefe Lines there appears the leaft Sign of a Per- 
fon who miftrufts his Love, and is afraid of being 
unhappy in it, but rather of one that thinks himfelf 
very happy. The fame may be faid of all the Paf- 
fages where Menalcas {peaks of his Paffion, all of 
them run in the fame Strain, To fave you the 
Trouble of looking out thefe Places, I have col- 
lected them myfelf, and fhall likewife give you 
them in Mr. Dryden’s elegant Tranflation of 


Virgil: 


But fair Amyntas comes unask’d to me, 
And offers Love, and fits upon my Knee, 
Not Delia to my Dogs is known fo well as be. 
ver, 100. 
Ten 
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Ten ruddy Wildings in the Woods I found, 

And ftord on Tiptoes reaching from the Ground ;. 
I fent Amyntas all my prefent Store, 

And will to-morrow fend as many more, 107 
Ab, what avails me! &c. See above. 


Laftly, he faith, 
W%th Phillis J am more in Grace than you, 
Ler Sorrow did my parting Steps purfue ; S 
Adieu, my Dear, fhe faid, a long Adieu. 121 


Now, Sir, I defire you to tell me whether, in 


all thefe Lines I have quoted, you can find the 


Teaft Mark or Hint of a Shepherd that fears to be 
crof{s’d in Love, and whether they are not rather 
the Language of one who all along thinks him- 
felf fortunate ? 

To fet this in a clearer Light, I will only infift 
upon two Paffages, wherein one of thele Difpu- 
tants compares his unhappy Love to all that is 
moft prejudicial and grievous, and the other his 
happy Paffion to all that is fweet, delightful, and 
agreeable : 


Dam. The nightly Wolf is baneful to the Fold, 

Storms to the Wheat, to Buds the bitter Cold ; 

But from my frowning Fair more Ills I find, 

Than from the Wolves, the Storms, and Winter- 
Wind. | 


The other Pafflage I have quoted above runs thus : 


Men. The Kids with Pleafure browze, &c. 


Thefe two Places, I conceive, may ferve to clear 
up this Matter, efpecially if we confider the Nature 


ef the Auebean Verfes, or what Virgil calls, in 
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this Place, alterna Carmina,* which was, that the 
laft Stanza in a Dialogue was to reply, and make 
a Contraft or Oppofition to that which went imme. 
diately before. 

Now fuppofing (according to the Senfe of thefe 
learned Men) that one of the Shepherds here fhews 
a Miftruft of his Love, and the other complains of 
the Cruelty of his Miftrefs, I beg to know, where 
is that direét Oppofition which you may obferve 
runs through all the other Lines of this Shepherd's 
Dialogue; whereas, placing it in the Light I pro- 
pofe, allowing that one of the Swains boafts of 
his Happinefs in Love, and the other bewails his 
being crofs’d in his Paffion, this, you’ll own, would 
make a perfect Oppofition, and remove the Diffi- 
culty, if another Reading could be found to fupply 
the Placeof metuet, on which the Strefs of my Ob- 
jection lies: And this, I conceive, may be done 
with a great deal of Eafe, by the Alteration of a 
fingle Letter, and reading meruit inftead of metuit, 
and then the Paffage will run thus—— 


Amores aut meruit dulces, aut experietun amaros. 


What I believe is, that fome blundering Tran- 
{criber wrote at firft metuit for meruit, a Miftake 
that might very eafily be made, and that another 
Copyift afterwards, finding that metuit would nor 
agree with experretur that follows, which is in the 
Future Tenfe, read it metuet, which has fince ftood 
in al] the Editions of Virgil, I fhall not fpend 
much Time to fhew, that in the beft and _pureft 
Latin Writers, the Verb mereo fignifies to gain, to 
obtain, or to be Majfter of any thing ; but will only 
give two or three Inftances of it. Thus a Man 
faith to his Miftrefsin Plautus, Neque ut te perdam 


* Alternis dicetis: amant alterna Camena. Ec, II. ver. 59. 
| meream 
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meream Deéim divitias mibi, 1. e. I would not lofe 
you, tho? I could gain all the Riches of the Gods. 
Another faith, Quem quidem non ut exerciem alterum 
tantum auri non meream, i.e. I would not gain 
never fo much Guild, to lofe the Pleafure of plaguing 
and tormenting bim. Liaftly, Horace, {peaking of 
a well-written Book, faith, it would bring great 
Profit to the Booklellers. Hic meret * Era liber 
Ocits. 
' Admitting then the Reading | propofe, the 
Senfe of this Paflage will plainly be this *Tis 
not in my Power to decide fo weighty a Contro- 
verfy between you, you both richly deferve the 
Prize, and all that, like you, Menaicas, have been 
happy in their Paffions, or, like you, Dametas, 
have becn unfortunate in their Loves,—which you 
fee makes a compleat Senfe, and forms that juft 
Contraft which the Nature of the Verfe requires. 
Mr. Drydea, according to his Cuftom, has given 
us a fine Paraphrafe of this Paflage, rather than a 
juft and exact Tranflation. His Words are thefe : 





Sq nice a Difference in your Singing lies, 

That both have won, or both deferve the Prize. 
Reft equal bappy both, and all who prove 

The bitter Sweets or pleafing Pains of Love. 


I call this a Paraphrafe, nor can I give it any other 
Name, fince I believe nobody will think that dyl- 
ces amores can ever fignify the pleafing Pains, nor 
amaros amores the bitter Sweets of Love. But this 
is too often the Practice of that Gentleman, who, 
by the Brightnefs of his Fancy, and the Beauty of 
his Verfification, dazzles the Eyes of his Readers, 
and rather chufes to pleafe and entertain them, than 
to let them into the true Meaning of the Author he 
tranflates. 


* Horat. de Arte Portica. Ver. 345. +r 
| : . " 
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To‘conclude; I beg, Sir, you would for awhile 
lay afide the Prejudice you may have conceived for 
the old Reading, to which you have fo long been 
ufed, and tell me whether this, which I now pro- 
pofe, does not form an exact Contraft, and make 
a’ Senfe agreeable to the Judgment of Virgil, and 
to the Nature of the alternate Verfe, which runs 
through the whole Poem. 

My next Conjecture is on the 7th Verfe of 
the 4th Book of the Georgicks, where the Poet 
declares he is going to fing of Bees, and of Honey’s 
celeftial Gifts ; tofpeak of the Manners, Arts, ia. 
boars, and Studies of that induftrious little People ; 
and ‘to defcribe their Generals, the Quarrels and 
Wars they wage among themfelves: a Work, he 
faith, which may feem flight and inconfiderable, 
but 'whofe Glory is not fmall, if the unkind and ad- 
verfe Gods, as ’tis generally underftood, will but 
permit, and Apollo gracioufly anfwer the Poet’s 

yall : 


In tenui labor eff at tenuis non gloria, i aon 
Numina leva finant, auditque vocatus Apollo. 


Now the Difficulty which I conceive attends this 
Paffage, and which I fhould be glad to remove, 
is in the Epithet eva, which feems fomewhat oddly 
here to be applied to the Gods, This is what has 
pretty much divided the Commentators, fome of 
whom are, * Frontibus adverfis pugnantes,” di- 
reétly oppofite in their Opinions. Servius, Philar- 
gyrius, and Erythreus, very confiderable Writers 
upon Virgil, underftand by it the kind and favour- 
able Gods, becaufe the Omens and Calls from Hea- 
ven, which came from the left Hand, were look’d 
upon as fuch ; and this they prove by a Paffage in 
Virgil, who, {peaking of a favourable Omen, 


faith, it thunder’d toward the left, intonuit Levum. 
The 
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The laft of thefe faith Virgil, fpoke according to 
the Doétrine of the Augurs, who efteem’d the O- 
mens from the left to be favourable among the 
Romans, tho’ by the Greeks they were thought to 
be jult the reverfe.* If indeed the Word inftead 
of numina had been omina, there might have been 
fome Shadow for this Senfe; but to apply it to 
numina, feems to be too much forced and ftrain’d. 
Rueus, on the other fide, is of a direct contrary 
Opinion, and thinks the Word fignifies unkind and 
adverfe Deities, for which he quotes a Paffage of 
A. Gellius, who faith, that, among the Gods, there 
were fome whofe Ill-will inclined them to hurt, 
and do all the Mifchief they could to Mankind ; 
and therefore in cheir Prayers they ufed to avert 
and deprecate their Anger. But fuppofing this 
Notion to be true, that fome Deities did delight in 
the Mifery and Sufferings of Men, which, by the 
way, feems to border upon Impiety, and to’ be 
entirely unworthy of the Gods: But granting, I fay, 
the Notion of that Writer to be true, what, in the 
Name of Reaton, have thefe numina leva, thefe 
adverfe and unkind Deities to do in this Place ? 
[ mean ina poetical Invocation, which can only 
relate to. Zpollo and the Mufes, who muft of Ne- 
ceffity be meant here, as prefiding over Verfe ; 
and who are fo far from being ill-natur’d Deities, 
that they are always ready to favour and hear the 
Poets Prayers, when they call upon them. I fancy, 
Sir, by this time, you may think that there is fome 
Weight in the Objeétion I make, and may defire 
to fee it fairly removed, ‘This, I conceive, may 
be done with a great deal of Eafe, by again making 
the {mall Alteration of one fingle Letter, and, in- 
{tead of numina leva, reading numina leta. What 


* Ex difciplina Augurum, quibus inter Romano leva Auguria 
erant fecunda. Eryibreus in locum. 


feems 
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feems to favour this is the latter Part of the Verie, 
Auditque vocatus Apollo, which implies the Readi- 
nefs of that God to hear the Poets Prayers. I will 
not here produce many Inftances of the Propriety 
of this Epithet ; but fhall only give you the Words 
of Faber, in his late Latin Dictionary, which | 
take to be one of the beft and moft judicious Per- 
formances of this kind. ‘ Letus, faith he, idem 
<¢ guod propitius; fic lati Dii funt propitii, omina 
“* (Pextaleta, que fecunda: contra triftesirati apud 
“© Propertium. Su letus Mercurtus propitius, bono 


$6 publico lubens &5 letificans fuos cives.” Nay, 


Virgil himfelf has applied the fame Word to Apollo, 
to fignify propitious and favourable, at the 394th 
Verfe of the 1 2th Book of the 4neis, where, {peak- 
ing of Fapis, Phyfician to 4ineas, he faith, — 


Ipfe fuas Artes, fua Munera letus Apollo 
Augurium, Cytharamque dabat, celere/que fagitias. 


I believe Mr. Dryden {aw the Oddnefs of this Epi- 
thet, and perceived how awkardly adverfe and ill- 
natur’>d Gods would found in his Verfe, for he 
paffeth it over ficco Pede, and cutting the Knot 
which he could not untie, he thus tranflates the 
Paffage before us: 


Slight is the Subjett, but the Praife not {mall, 
If Heav’n affift, and Phoebus bear my Call. 
Dryden, Lib, Georg. IV. v. 8. 


You will perhaps fay, Sir, that the Word /inunt 
here feems to favour the Senfe which Rueus has 
put upon it, and the Reading of leva, which I ex- 
cept againft. To which I fhall reply, 1/7, That as 
the three learned Men I have quoted above, Servius, 
Philargyrius, and Erythreus, have taken no No- 
tice of this Objection, ’cis plain trey chought there 

was 
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was no manner of Weight in it. Befides, if 
we take the Word fimunt to fignify permit, which 
I believe it will naturally do, and tranflate the 
Words thus, 


If the kind Gods permit, and Phoebus bears the 
Call, 


this will make a clear Senfe, remove all Diffi- 
culty, and acquit the Poet of the Abfurdity of 
bringing adverfe Gods into a Place where they never 
can ftand with a good Grace, I mean in the Invo- 
cation of a Poet. Laftly, it may perhaps be faid, 
that the Epithet, which I objeét againft, has great 
Antiquity of its Side, and is as old as 4. Gellius 
himfelf, who lived in the 2d Century, under the 
Emperot 4drian. I allow it. Bur then at the 
jame time I hope, Sir, you will own, thar the 
Antiquity of an Error can by no means be a juft 
Excufe for it. I could give you many Inftances 
of Faults and Blemifhes of this kind, which have 
long pafs’d upon the World, and for fome hun- 
dred Years have kept their Ground in the beft 
ancient Writers; but at laft have been happily 
deteéted, and flung out of the Texr. But, for 
fear of being tedious, I fhall fingle out only two, 
that I may do Juftice to a very great Critick, and 
at the fame time throw in fomething curious here, 
to give a little Life to thefe Remarks of mine, 
which, I fear, begin to run but dull and heavy 
upon your Hands, The firft is in the 4th Paftoral 
of Virgil, where the Poet, defcribing the Won- 
ders that were to happen upon the Birth of Pollio’s 
Son, when the Saturnian Days and the Golden 
Age fhould return, and Afr@a the Goddels of 
Juftice, after a long and tedious Abfence, fhould 
vific the Earth again, 


fam 
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Fam redit &§ Virgo, redeunt Saturuia regua, 


adds, among other Things, that the Wool of 
the Sheep would then no more need to be dy’d, 
but the Lambs would be ting’d with Sand)x or 
Purple, whilft they were feeding upon it ; 


Sponte fud Sandyx pafcentes veftiet Agnos : 


I fay, whilft they were feeding upon it, otherwife 
the Word pa/centes would be altogether redundant, 
and have nothing to do here: But then it happens 
unluckily, that the Sandyx was neither an Herb, 
Root, nor Plant, but a certain Mineral, compo- 
fed of Cerufe and Ruddle, which, mixed together, 
made the beft and brighteft orient Purple, with 
which they ufed to dye their Wool] and Cloth, 
and which the Lambs could not poffibly graze and 
feed upon; and yet this abfurd Reading of pa/- 
centes was as ancient as Pliny the Elder: For 
when he had defcribed the Sandyx, and fhewed it 
to be a Mineral, he takes notice of this Verfe in 
Virgil, and feems to mention it as a Miflake in 
that Writer: Tho’ (faith he) I obferve that Vir- 
gil took Sandyx in that Verfe to be an Herb, 
‘© Quamquam animadverto Virgilium exiftimiffe San- 
«© dycem effe Herbam in illo Verfu Sponte fua, &c. 
<¢ Plin. Hift. Nat. L.35. C. 23.” Some learned 
Men, concern’d for the Honour of the Poet, and 
to fkreen him from fuch a Miftake, have imagined 
an Herb of the fame Name iz Nub:bus, which 
they thought might have the fame Effect in colour- 
ing as the Mineral itfelf. But as this is all gratis 
difum, and not mention’d by any of the ancient 
Herbalifts, no great Strefs can juftly be laid 
upon it. The judicious Dr. Rertiey, with his ufual 
Sagacity, has perceived the Difficulty, and fairly 

removed 
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removed it, and that by the Change of only one 
fingle Letter, and inftead of Pafcentes reading Na/- 
centes, 1. e, that the Lambs would be yean’d and 


come into the World with this very Colour upon: 


their Wool. This fmall Alteration, you fee, clears 
up the Matter, does Juftice to the Poet, and fairly 
acquits him of committing a pretty great Miftake 
in point of Natural Hiftory. 

My other Inftance of a wrong Reading, and of 
a very long Standing too, is at the 65th Verfe of 
Horace’s Art of Poetry, where that Poet in the Com- 
pliment he makes to Augu/fus for his draining the 
lacus Pomptina, now Lago d’ offentes (a Work 
which had been before defigned by Fulius Cefar, 
but ‘effected by his Succeffor, and which brought 
great Riches and Advantage to all the Country 
round about) exprefiés himfelf thus, 


——Sterilifque prius Palus, aptaque Remis 
Vicinas urbes alit &P grave fentit aratrum. 


Now the Difficulty lies in the laft Syllable of the 
Word Palas, which, in all the Latin Writers but 
Horace, is always made long, as the zs in Virtus, 
and the ws in Salus; and yet this falfe Reading, ’tis 
certain, has kept its Ground for above 1000 Years. 
It has been obferved as a Singularity by Servius upon 
Virgil, by the venerable Bede de Metris, and by 
Prifcian the Grammarian, who lived about the 
Middle of the 5th Century; who all agree that 
this is the only Place in all the ancient Writers, 
where that Syllable has been made fhort, *Tis 
really diverting to fee how the Criticks have rack’d 
their Brains, and what Pains they have taken to ex- 
cufe this feming Blemifh and talfe Quantity in H- 
vace. But for this I thal! refer you cto the Notesof 
Dr. Bentley upon the Place, who has expofed their 
Nonfenfe, dilplay’d their Ignorance, ftruck on the 

true 
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true Reading, made the Paflage whole, and that, as 
I faid before, without the Change of one fingle Let- 
ter, but bya very eafy Tranfpofition of the Words, 
and reading the Verfe thus, 


Sterilifque palus prius aptaque Remis+—— 


which fairly acquits Horace of any Ignorance in 
Metre, and taking, without any manner of Rea- 
fon, a Liberty which no Latin Writer ever did be- 
fore him. Thefe Inftances, I hope, Sir, will fatisfy 
you that the long ftanding of an Error is by no 
means a proper Juftification of it, fince (as St. Cy. 
prian juftly obferves*) Con/uetudo fine Veritare Ve- 
tuftas Erroris ef. The way to proceed in fucha 
Cafe, is to endeavour to correét the Fault, and if it 
cannot be fairly done, then, without Mercy, to cut 
it out of the Text. 

I could produce more Paffages in this Wri- 
ter, which are as juftly liable to Exception as 
thefe ; which will not be furprifing, if we confider 
the great Faultinefs of the Copies of Virgil; and 
that as a late ingenious Writer obferved,t tis 
not only fince the Invention of the Prefs — that 
the Works of that excellent Poet have been corrupted 
by the Boldnefs and Ignorance of the Editors, No! 
the like Corruptions are of an older Date, as it has 
been obferved by fome judicious Criticks, This 
will not appear very ftrange, if we confider what 
Veneration was ever paid to Virgil’s Poems, how 
many Hands they went through of learned as well 
as ignorant People, how many 100 times they 
have been copied, and by Confequence mangled by 
Tranfcribers, Can we refle&t upon this, and tup- 
pele Virgil’s Text to have remain’d uncorrupt, and 
not rather to have fuffered many great and very 

* Cypriani Epifte’e. Ep. 7a. Edit. Rigultii, Paris. 

} Vind caves of Dr. adsterbury in his Charatier of apis, 

P. 44. 
materia 
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material Alterations: Tvhe more they were efteem’d, 
read, and tranfcribed, the more they were adulterated 
and contaminated: This being, as Erz/mus has 
obferved, the Fate of the beft of Books. ‘This is 
the Reafon of the great Variety of corrupt Read- 
ings, obferv’d by the Criticks, in the MSS. of that 
Author, and which coft them fo much Pains and 
Labour to correct. If itis fo, what muft we think 
of Homer, the moft ancient Poet that we have, and 
fo much admired by all Nations; fo chat I will ven- 
ture to fay, that Homer among the Greeks, and Vir- 
gil among the Latins, are the Authors whofe Works 
one may juftly fufpeét to have been tranfmitted to 
us as the moft corrupted and adulterated: And they 
have been fo long fince; for foon after the Death of 
Virgil, the Criticks began to difpute about the vari- 
ous Readings in his Poem, as is evident from feve- 
ral Paffages of 4. Gellius, who lived in the fecond 
Century of Chriftianity, under Antoninus Pius and 
M. Aurelius: They, to fupport their Readings, 
would alledge the Teftimony of old and correéted 
Copies, fome declaring to have them from an ori- 
ginal Copy of Virgil himfelf, others from one that 
came from his Houfe, others from a Copy of his 
own Hand-writing ; fo that we cannot wonder if, a- 
mong all thefe, feveral Faultsand Errors have crept 
into the Text. 

But now, Sir, Iam got fo far into Criticifm,I beg 
leave, priufguaim Manume Tabulé tollam, to offer you 
but one Conjeéture more upon another Latin Poet, 
who I know is likewife very much in your Favour, I 
mean Fuvenal; and this which I row propofe, I 
fhal! not infift upon fo much as I have done upon the 
others, becaufe I do not think it quite fo neceffa- 
ry, fince the Subject thereof may ftand very fairly 
without ic: So { fhall only offer it as a Thoughr, 
which may clear up and give a great Force and E- 
nergy to a Paflage of that Writer. The Place I 

Aa mean 
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mean is at the 4th Satyr, and at the roth Verfe, 
where the Poet fpeaks of one Cri/pinus, a wicked 
Wretch, who had corrupted a Veftal Virgin, for 
which he knew fhe was to be byried alive. His 
Words are—— 


— Quo cum Vittata jacebat, 
Sanguine adbuc vivo Terram [ubitura facerdos. 


Now, Sir, the Thing that fticks with me, and 
which I conceive may be alter’d for the better, is 
the Epithet Vittata, applied to /acerdos. Every 
Body knows that the Vitta wasa Fillet, Bandage, 
and Ornament of the Head, which was worn by 
thofe that officiated in facred Things, and whofe 
Bufinefs was to attend on the Sacrifices of the Gods. 
But ’tis certain this Ornament was not peculiar to 
* the Veftals, but was worn by all, both Male and 
Female Priefts, as well asthey. It was Itkewife 
ufed by the Prophets, and ancient Bards, and ferved 
to tye up their Hair, and hinder it from ftrag- 
ling: Nay, the Priefts themfelyes, andthe Vidtims 
that were to be facrificed, were adorn’d in the fame 
Manner, as appears by Virgil, Bio. L. 5. V. 365. 


——— —— Propenit Honorem 
Viftori vilatum Auro Vitilque Fuvencum. 


Now, Sir, fince this Rind of Head-drefs was not 
peculiar to the veftal Virgins, and che Word feems 
not to add any Force and Beausy to the Place, I 
have often wifhed that another Epithet might be 
found which fhould be more fuitable to the Virgin 
mentioned here, and alfo more expreflive of the Guile 
and Wickednefs of the Offender ; and this I con- 
ceive may be done without any great Violence to 
the Text, by the fmall Alteration of one fingle 
Word, and by reading Vitiata inftead of Vittata, 
| | a Miftake 
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a Miftake which youll own might very éafily be 
made by a carelefs and ‘hafty Tranfcriber, and then 
the Words will run thus, 


Queckm Vitiata jacebat, &c. ane 
Wiih whom a corrupied veftal Virgin lay. 


_ This Reading, I prefume, will anfWer both the 
Ends I propofed, will more diftin@ly mark out the 
Virgin in Queftion, point out thé véry Crime for 
Which fhe was to be buried alive, and at the fame 
Time more forcibly exprefs the Guilt and Heinouf- 
nefs of the Cortuptet’s Crime. I defite you}. Sir, to 
take this Thought of mine, in that fame Point af 
View, and give me your Opinion of it, when I 
fhall have the Pleafure to fee you next, 

But after all, Iam fenfible thefe are Matters of 
no great Coufequence, and thaeI have but too much 
Reafon to fay as Tully did to his Friend /ticus, He 
fateor Nuage [unt non ferenda, fed tu Amice, ut foles 
semper, obfequere. Thefe I own are but Trifles, 
hardly to be borne, but I hope your ufual Friend- 
fhip and Candour will excufe them, that you 
will look favourably upon them, as innocent A- 
mufements, as the flackning of the Bow, as the 
Apoftte’s playing with his Partridge;* and the un- 


* This Circumflance of the Partridge alludes to a Story re- 
lated by fome ancient Writers, concerning St. Fobn the Evange- 
lif, namely, that when he was far advanced in Years, and his 
painful Studies were over, he ufed to divert himfelf by playing 
with a tame Partridge, which he had train’d up for that Purpofe ; 
and that as a Sportfman (who was accidenrally going by with 
his Bow and Arrows in purfuit of his Game) exprefied his Won- 
der that fo great and venerable a Man fhou!d {pend his Time in 
{uch a trifting and childifh manner, the Saint afked him whe- 
ther hé képt his Bow ever bent, and always upon the Stretch ; 
to which the other faying with a Smile, by no means, for then it 
would {oon be good for nothing: This, repiied he, is my very 
Cafe ; by this Amufement I unbend my Mind, which without i¢ 
would foon flag and be entirely u elefs, : 

Aaz2 bending 


— 





* a Pato $7 A 
ae a 


. 


SEY. Fie 
ae on 


ae 


a Pe 
eg FR re 


Sint ex a 
os 





if 
| 
"; 
i a 
» ‘* 
f ‘; 
et 
fi FE 
+ 
— p74 
i: 
oe 
1 
ii 


348 The Worxsof the LEARNED. Art. 20. 


bending of the Thoughts, after more ferious and 
feverer Studies: ’Tis what you do yourfelf, by 
having recourfe to yourMufick, on which you have 
fo fine a Hand, to relax and unbend your wearied 
Thoughts, and revive your drooping Spirits, after 
your deep and curious Searches into Divinity, Ma- 
thematicks, and Philofophy: And I hope I may be 
intitled to a farther Indulgence in thefe Trifles of 
mine, fince you fee I have not given in to the IIl- 
nature and Faults of the Criticks, that I have laid 
no manner of Strefs upon my Conjectures, but 
proponne them only as Scruples and Doubts to be 
refolved, am ready to fubmit them entirely to 
your judicious Decifion, faying with an ancient 
Writer 


————Tu mente labantem 
Divige me dubium,tu certo Pettore firma. 


Iam Sir, your's, 8c. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XXI. 


The Expedition of Cyrus, tranflated from 
Xenophon, with critical and hiftorical Notes. 
By Epwarp SpeLtMAN, Ef; * In Two 
Volumes, O€tavo. Pages 323, 252. befides 
a large Index, a geographical Differtation, 
and other confiderable Appendages. Londvn, 
Printed for Richard Wellington, at the 
Dolphin and Crown, without Temple-Bar. 


1741. 


HIS Performance is infcribed to my Lord 

Love tt, whofe fuperior Knowledge in an- 
cient Literature, Acquaintance with the moft cele- 
brated Writers, Sagacity in difcovering, and Judg- 
ment in admiring their Beauties, are alledged as 
Reafons for dedicating to him a Tranflation of one 
of the politeft Authors of Antiquity. 

Mr. Spelman defires his Lordfhip to remember, 
that ‘“¢ when they were Fox-hunters, and a long 
*¢ Day’s Sport had rather tired than fatished them, 
“ they often pafs’d the Evening in reading the 
‘© Ancients ; when the Beauty of their Language, 
the Strength and Juftnefs of their Thoughts, for 
‘‘ ever glowing with a noble Spirit of Liberty, 
‘¢ made them forget not only the Pains, but the 
«s Pleafures of the Day.” 

In the Preface we are told what is the Duty of a 
Tranflator ; what are the Difficulties he muft en- 
counter; what are the Faults and Excellencies of 
a Verfion, and of what great Advantage good ones 
are to Perfons, even of the beft Parts, who hap- 
pen to be unacquainted with the learned Languages. 


Sal 


* 


“ 


“ 


* Great Grandfon to Sir Henry Spelman, the famous Anti- 
quarian. 


Aa 3 Mr. 





350. The Worxsofthe L¥annen, Art. 21, 

Mr. Spelman fays, he is far from thinking thar 
his Tranflation of Xenophoy has all the Perfeétions 
he has fpetified ; on the contrary, he is fenfible it 
is in this, as in moft other Things, much. eafier to 
point out a Duty than to fulfill it. But, he adds, 
he fhould be very much wanting in that Refpe& 
which every Author owes the Publick, if he did 
not affure them that no Endeavours, no Applica- 
tion, no Labour ‘has been {pared to render this 
Franflation fit to be laid before them. 

‘In the Courfe of his Notes (which are very 
many, and often turn.on the true Signification 
of certain Words in the Original, which have had 
different Meanings affigned them by different In- 
terpreters) he principally takes notice of three 
Tranflations of this Work of Xenophon, viz. that 
of Leunclavius, that of Hutchinfon, and @ Ablai- 
court’s. There are others he mentions, as having 
had no regard to them atall, or but little. Hutcha 
infon’s he recommends as the heft edited Book in 
the World, except the Cyropedia, publifhed by the 
fame Author: If he has fometimes differed from 
him, he hopes it will be thought he has fypported 
his Opinion in fuch a manner, that that learned 
Perfon will have no juft Reafon to find Fault with 
him, He has obferved the fame Conduct with 
reference to d’ Ablancourt, the Loofenefs of whofe 
Tranflation he has been frequently obliged to con- 
demn, as on the other fide he has often commend- 
ed him. 

Mr. Spelman could hardly have beftqwed his Pains 
upon an Author more worthy of them than this he has 
chofen to render into our Tongue. ‘ Many of the 
«* Ancients,” as heobferves towards the Clofe of his 
Preface, «* both Greek and Latin, and particularly 
‘¢ thafe, who were themfelves fineWriters, as. well as 
«© judicious Criticks, fuchas Diony/ius ot Halicarna/- 
‘* /us, and Tully, have celebrated the Beauty of his 

s¢ Style, 
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«« Style; his Perfpicuity, and that peculiar Sweet- 
«© nefs in his Compofition, which made’ his Writ- 
«© ings be called the Language of the Mufes: The 
* Jauer goes fo far as to fay chat Lucullus, being 
¢ fentto make War upon Aditbridates, which was 
“¢ mo eafy' Province; and being unacquainted with 
«© the Duty of a General, acquired, by reading the 
«« Expedition of Cyrus, fo great a Knowledge in 
*¢ the Art of War, as to’ owe his Victories againft 
‘s chat’ Prince to the Information he received from 
“* it. However this may’ be, we find, by the 
«© Commentaries of Ce/ar, that he often made ufe 
“ of the fame Difpofitions againft the Gauls, which 
<¢ Xenophon had employed with fo great Succefs 
se againft the Perfians; but what is much more 
“ for the Credit of our Author, it is obvious that 
“¢ the Expedition of Cyrus was the Model of thofe 
‘; Commentaries; the fame Elegance, the fame 
*¢ Clearnefs of Expreffion, the famie unaffected 
«¢ Grace, are the diftinguifhing Characters of 
<¢ both ; and, poffibly, the Greek and Latin Lan- 
st gages have nothing in their Kind more perfect 
¢ than thefe two admirable Performances.” 

After the Preface our Tranflator has inferted a 
fhott Account .of Xenoruon. This illuftrious 
Perfon, :he tells us, was ‘an Athenian ; his Father’s 
Name -GryHus. All that we know of him til] he 
attended Cyrus in his Expedition, is, that he was 
a Difciple of Socrates. If, to have beena Difciple 
of that great Man was’ an Inftance of his good 
Fortune, the Improvement he’ made of that Edu- 
cation is an Inftance of his Merit; and, indeed, 
nothing lefs than the happieft Difpofition, the beft 
Education, the greateft Improvement of both, could 
render Xenophon that univerfal Man we find him in 
his Writings : his 'Cyropedia fhews him to have pof- 
feffed, in a fovereign Degree, the Art of Government, 
his Expedsrion'of Cyrus fhews hima compleat Gene- 

: Aas ral; 
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ral; his Hiftory, a faichful inftructive and enter- 
taining Hiftorian; his Panegyrick of dgefilau:, 
an Orator; and his Treatife ot Hunting, a Sportf- 
man ; his Apology for Socrates, and the Account 
he gives of his manner of converfing, fhew that he 
was both a Friend and a Philofopher, and all of 
them that he was a good man. This appears re- 
markably in his preferving Byzantium trom being 
plundered by his Soldiers, who having gain’d no 
other Reward of the dangerous Expedition they had 
been engaged in, but their Prefervation, were not 
only ftrong!y tempted to plunder that Town by 
the hope of making their Fortunes, but juftly pro- 
voked to it by the difingenuous Behaviour of the 
Lacedemonian Governour; yet thefe two lawlefs 
Paffions, Avarice and Revenge, the Authority and 
Eloquence of Xenophon quite fubdued, 

As Cyrus had affifted the Lacedemonians in their 
War againft the Athenians, the latter looked upon 
Xenophon’s Attachment to that Prince as criminal, 
and banifhed him for engaging in his Service. 
After this, Nevophon attended Agefilaus, when he 
was fent for by the Lacedemonians with his Apmy- 
trom fia, where the Succefs of his Arms gave 
fomething more than Uneafinefs to Artaxerxes, 
who, not without Caufe, began to fear the fame 
Fate from Agefilaus, which his Succeflor Darius 
afterwards found from lexander ; but the former, 
by corrupting the Greek Cities, and by that means 
engaging them to make War againft the Lacede- 
monians, {uipended the Fate of Pes fia fora Time: 
but, in all Evils, Relief, obtain’d by Corruption, 
is only a Refpite, not a Cure; for when dlexander 
invaded Perfia, the fame low Arts were again prac- 
tifed by Darius to recall him to Afia, by a Diver- 
tion in Greece; but thefe proving ineffectual, the 
Perfians, by trufting more to the Vices of their 
Enemies, than to che own Virtue, became an 
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eafy Conqueft. gefilaus, toon after he returned, 
fought the Battle of Coronea, where, though wound- 
ed, he defeated the Zhebans and their Allies; at 
this Battle Xexopbon was prefent. After that, he 
retired to Svilus, where he pafled his Time in 
reading, the Converfation of his Friends, tporiing, 
and writing Hiitory. But this Place being over- 
run by the E/eans, in whofe Neighbourhood it was, 
Xenophon went to Corinth, where he lived til the 
firft Year of the 105th Olympiad, when he died in 
the ninety-firft Year of his Age: So that he muft 
have been about fifty Years of Age at the Time of 
the Expedition of Cyrvas, which was the fourth 
Year of the ninety-fourth Olympiad, juft forty 
Years before. I am fenfible, fome learned Men 
are of Opinion that he was not {fo old at the Time 
of the Expedition, though,I fee no Reafon to difbe- 
lieve Lucian in this Particular, who fays, Xenophon 
was above ninety Years of Age when he died. 
However, this is beyond. all Difpute, that he lived 
till after the Battle of Mantinea, which, according 
to. Dicdorus Siculus, was in the fecond Year of the 
104th Olympiad, becaufe he clofes his Hiftory of 
the Affairs of Greece with the Account of that 
Battle: [n which Account it is very extraordinary 
that he fhould fay nothing more of the moft re- 
markable Incident in it, 1 mean the Death of Epa- 
minondas, than that he fel/ in the Action ; but this 
may be accounted for by that Modefty, which was 
the diftinguifhing Character of our Author ; becaufe 
it is well known that Epaminondas fell by the 
Hand of Gryilus, the Son of Xenophon, who was 
fent by his Father to the Affiftance of the the- 
nians. It will be eafily imagined that a General, 
at the Head of a victorious Army, then purfuing 
his Victory, could not be attacked, much lefs flain, 
without manifeft Danger to the daring Enemy 
who fhould atiempt it. This Gryllus found, ia 
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he had no fooner Janced the fatal Dart, which de- 
prived Thebes of the greateft General of that Age, 
but he was cut to pieces by the Friends of Epami- 
nondas. When the News of his Death-was brought 
to Xenophon, he faid no more than that he knew 
he was mortal. 

After this Account of Xenophon, Mr. Spelman 
has placed another prefatory Difcourfe, under the 
Title of an Introduétion. This, tho” very fhore, 
is of Importance to the Reader, as tending to give 
him a much clearer Idea than he would otherwife 
have, of the Tranfa€tion which is the Foundation 
of the enfuing Story. 

“© Nothing, fays Mr. Spelman, feems to contri- 
¢ bute more to the forming a clear Idea of any 
« Tranfaction in Hiftory than a previous Know. 
<¢ Jedge'both of the Perfons and Things that gave 
<¢ Birth to it; for, when the Reader is onte ac- 
“¢ quainted with the Chara&ters and Views of the 
¢* principal Actors, and with what has been done 
st in Confequence of both, the Scene unfolds in fo 
<¢ natural a manner, that the moft extraordinary 
«Events in Hiftory are look’d upon inthe fame 
<¢ Light-as the moft furprifing Phanomena in Phi- 
“ Jofophy ; that is, like thefe, they are found to’ be 
«¢ the neceflary Refult of fuch Principles, as the 
<¢ all-wife Creator has thought fit toeftablifh ; and, 
<e jikethefe; are as little to be wonder’d at, and 
tas eafy ‘to be accounted for.” 

In order, therefore, to enable the Reader, as he 
fays, to view the’ Confequences in their Principles, 
and contemplate the embryo Plant in its Seed, he 
here ‘Jays before hitn-a brief Narration of the moft 
remarkable Tranfattions, that feem to have had an 
immediate Influence’ upon that which Xenophos 
has'feleéted for the Subject of his Hiftory. 

He tells us, «* The Affairs of the Athenians 
‘© and Lacedemonians-had’ been, for fome time 
‘¢ before 
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“¢ before the Expedition of Cyrus, fo much inter- 
‘* woven with thofe of Perfa, that all three feem 


4 


o 


to havea Share in every remarkable Event, that 
« happened to each of them: Thus, the Supplies 
“© of Money. with which Ly/ander, the Lacede- 
‘¢ monian General, was furnifhed by Cyrus, ena- 
¢¢ bled him.to carry on the War againft the 4tbe- 
‘¢ niays wih Advantage, and, at laft, to give them 
‘¢ a decifive Blow at Aigos Potamos, which ended 
inthe. taking of Athens ; and on the other fide, 
the, Affiftance which Cyrus received from the 
“° Lacedemonians, both by Sea and Land, in re- 
turn, encouraged him to an Attempt of no lefs 
Moment than the dethroning his Brother /r- 
“ taxerxes.”’ 

The feveral Steps which led to this Enterprize, 
equally great, unfortunate, and unwarrantable, are 
hereafter recounted by Mr. Spelman, in the Order 
of. Time in which they happened, and on the Au- 
thority.of Diodorus Siculus, whom he almoft en- 
tirely follows in this Relation, Thus, 

“ The Lacedemonians took Athens in the fourth 
¢¢ Year of the ninety-third Olympiad, and thereby 
“ put.an End to the Peloponnefian War, after it 
« had lafted twenty-feven Years. In the fame Year 
* died Darius Ochus King of Perfia,after a Reign 

of nineteen Years, and left his Kingdom to his 
eldeft Son Artaxerxes, who-was born before he 
was King : Pary/atis, his Queen, the moft art- 
ful of all Women, and Mother both to Artax- 
‘¢ eyxes and Cyrus, tried the Power of every Prac- 
“* tice to engage Darius to imitate his Predeceffor 
Darius Hyfta/pes, who preferred his Son Xerxes, 
born after his Acceffion, to Artobazanes, who 
was. born before it; but all her Effects proved 
ineffectual, and Artaxerxes fucceeded his Father 
‘s. without Oppofition, If. the Arts of Paryfatis 
** could not, prevail. with Darius. to fet his — 
s* Son 
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Son afide, her Fondnefs for Cyrus not only en- 
couraged him to form a Defign againft his Bro- 
ther’s Life, burt refcued him, if not from Dif- 
grace, at leaft from Punifhment, when it was 
difcovered, The next Year, Cyrus return’d to 
his Government in 4fa Minor, with a Mind 
more exafperated at his Difgrace, than terrified 
with his Danger, and immediately refolved to 
repair the Difappointment of private Treafon 


- by epen Hoftility; to this Purpofe he addreffes 


himtelt to the Lacedemonians, who chearfully 
efpoufe his Quarrel. This Intercourfe between 
Cyrus an} the Lacedemonians could not be 
carried on fo privately, as to efcape the Notice 
of Alcibiades 3 who, being banifhed from his 


- Country, was now retired to Grynium, a ftrong 


Place in Phrygia, appointed by Pharnabazus 
for his Refidence, to whom he immediately 
communicates his Intelligence, defiring him at 
he fame time to appoint proper Perfons to con- 


* duct him to Court, that he might give J4rta- 


xeraesan Accuont of the Whole: But Pharnaba- 


‘ gus being willing to have the Merit of a Dif- 


covery of fo great Importance, fent Perfons of 
Traft to rtaxerxes, to lay the Information be- 
fore him. dlcibiades fulpecting his Defign, left 


- Pharnabazus, with an Intention of applying 


himielf to the Satrape of Papblagonia, to the 
End that, through him, he might be recom- 
mended to Artaxerxes ; but Pharnabazus, fear- 
ing, the King fhould, by this Means, be inform-. 
ed ‘of the T ruth, prevented his Defign, by order- 
ing him to be put to death. 
‘© The nextYear, that is, the fecond of the nine- 
ty-fourth Olympiad, -brings Clearchus upon the 
Stage; he makes fo confiderable a Figure in 
the Expedition of Cyrus, both by his Conduct 
and his Fate, that the Incident we are going to 
‘¢ fpeak 
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{peak of, which happened jutt before he engaged 
himfelf in the Service of Cyrus,and whtch feemns 
to have driven him into it, muft not be omic. 
ted. It feems, the Inhabitants of Byzantium be- 
ing engaged in Factions, the Lacedemonians fut 
Clearchus to compofe their Difference, who 
uniting them in nothing but Complaints againtt 
himfelf, the Ephori recalled him: But he refu- 
fing to obey their Orders, they fent Panthedas, 
with fome Troops, to force him to a Submif- 
fion, With thefe he defeated Clearchus, and ob- 
liged him to fly to /onia; here he was receiv- 
ed with open Arms by Cyrus, to whom his Ex- 
perience in military Affairs, his enterprizing Ge- 
nius, and poffibly, even his Rebellion, were at 
this Juncture no {mall Recommendations; fince 
he could not but look upon a Man, who had 
dared to fly inthe Face of his Country, as a 
proper Perfon to bear Command inan Army, 
which he was raifing to invade his own. It 
was upon this Occafion that Cyrus gave him the 
ten thoufand Daricks mentioned by Xenophon, 


‘+ with which he levied a confiderable Number of 


Forces, and engaged them in his Service. 

‘© The next Year Diodorus Siculus pafies over, 
without taking notice of any Thing relating to 
this Expedition, fo we may conclude that Cyrus 


employed it in continuing his Preparations under 


various Pretences ; particularly, fince we find 
him in the Field, early the Year after. Sardes, 
the Capital of Lydia, and formerly the Refi- 
dence of its Kings, was the Place of general Ren- 
dezvous; from hence Cyras march’d at the Head 
of about twelve Thoufand eight Hundred Greeks, 


‘and. one hundred Thoufand Barbariaus, to dif- 


pute the Crown of Perfia with his Brother /r- 
taxerxes ; and from thence Xenophon, .who came 
ee to 
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** to him at Sardes, begins his Hiftory of this Ex- 
“ pedition. | 

«© The Year, which decided this great Conteft, 
“ was the 783d. from che taking of Troy, the 351ft. 
“S of Rome, Publius Cornchus, Cafar Fabius, Spi- 
& vius Nautius, Caius Valerius, Marcius Sergius, 
“and Funtus Lucullus being military Tribunes; 
“ and the fourth Year of the minth Olympiad, Ex- 
“¢ gnetus being Archon at Athens. This Expedi- 
<¢ tion has been thought of Confequence enough to 
<¢ be taken notice of in the Arundel Marble, thé 
“s eightieth Ara of which has thefe Words. From 
<¢ the Time thofe, who afcended with Cyrus, teturn- 
<¢ ed, and Socrates the Philofopher died, being /e- 
“ venty Years of Age, one Hundred and Thirty-/even 
“© Years, Laches deing Archon at Athens, 

‘¢ The Year the Greeks return’d, was the Year 
“¢ after they march’d from Sardes ; fince Xén-phor 
« fays they wete fifteen Months in their Expedition ; 
“< and confequently, that Year wasthe firft of the 
<¢ Ninety-fifth Olympiad ; the Authority of the 
‘© Arundel Marble is tupported by Diodoras Sicaius, 
‘> who fays that Laches was Archon that Year at - 
“© thens, and that Socrazes was put to death the 
«© fame Year. 

This Introduétion, and the many critical Notes 
that occur in thefe Volumes, raife Mr. Spelman a- 
bove the Character of a mere Tranflator, and in 
fome Meafure entitle him to the Rank of Critic 
and Hiftorian: I will lay before the learned Rea- 
der, who may compare them with the Ofiginal; 
one or two Specimens of his Merit in the firft Capa- 
city, after | have taken Notice of another Appen- 
dage to his Verfion, I mean the Gesgraphicat Differ- 
sation, which is at the Head: of the fecond Volameé. 

Mr. Speiman feems not to have been acquainted 
with the Writer of this Piece, but it’s plain he has 
a great Efteem of it, by the Advertifement he has 

prefix’d 
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prefix’d thereunto. Hefays, “ The tollowing Geo- 
- graphical Differtation is a Work of fo much 
«© Learning, that 1am confident it will be choughre 
‘not only to explain, but even to adorn she 
‘© Expedition of Cyrus; andthough at firft, I be- 
¥ lieve, only defigned asa Complimentto myBook- 
« feller, is received with as great Acknowledgment 
*¢ by rhe Author, as it will be with Approbation 
+ by the Publick. There are, I obferve, fome 
«+ Points, in which this learned Gentleman differs 
s¢ from me in Chronology, and the Computation 
© of the Greek Meafures, or rather from Diodorus 
“ Sicsulus, and Arbuthnot, whom I have followed : 
‘s But I could never anfwer it, either to the Pub- 
“ lick or myfelf, if any Difference of Opinion in 
«¢ thofe Points could create in me a With to de. 
s< prive them of fo greatan Improvement, or my 
«s Work of fo great an Ornament, 

Such an Encomium muft give us a very favour- 
able Opinion of this Differtation, if we have not a 
light one af Mr. Spelman’s Judgment: We mutt 
own he has given an unexceptionable Evidence of 
his Candour, by extolling a Performance, in which 
the Writer has now and then contradiéted him. 

The Author defigns it as an accurate and critical 
Account of the Rout which the Greek Army took, 
in their Expedition to Badylon, and in their Return 
back: Or, it is the Geography of Xemophen’s Hil- 
tory of the Expedition of Cyrus reduced into the 
Form of a Differtation, and by means of the Illui- 
trations, wherewith the fevera! Particulars of it are 
connected, confidetably enlarged. It takes up in 
this improved State, nolefs than Seventy-nine Pages 
many of which are enriched with critical and ex- 
planatory Notes. I will not undertake to give the 
Reader any methodical Abftract of this Work, but in- 
ftead thereof, I will Jay. before him fome of thofe Re- 
marks which conititute its princtpa! Value. To begin, 
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In Page the fifth, Mr. Forfter (the Compiler of 
this Tract) fays, ** The: Arabians, who are the 
« Geographers the Turks are moft converfant with, 
“ jay down Byzantium, and the Northern Parts of 
‘© Afia Minor, in about 45 Degrees of North La- 
«¢ titude; Psol my in about 43; and the Southern 
«¢ Parts of Cilicia, Pamphiiia, &c. in 36 Degrees 
‘© 20 Minutes; whereas, in Fact, the former lie in 
«© about 41 Degrees, and the latter in 37 Degrees ; 
«© fo that the drabians make this Part of the Grand 
«< Seignior’s Dominions 4 Degrees and a half ; Pro- 
‘< lemy, and by far the greateft Part of the Geogra- 
«© phers ever fince, 2 Degrees and a half broader 
«© chan in reality it is.—— The Arabians are not to 
*« be complimented with having made any great 
«© Jmprovements in Geography: It is probable the 
¢ firft of them made ufeof a faulty Copy of Pro- 
<¢ Jemy in laying down the Places now mentioned, 
<s or it may ‘be inftead of 43 Degrees 5 Minutes, 
«« he miftook the Letters, and made it 45 Degrees, 
“¢ and the reft followed him without ever inquiring 
‘<< into the Truth. But for Ptolemy, who will (Mr. 
‘< Forfler believes) be allowed to be the greateft 
«© Geographer the World ever produced, to fall in. 
‘6 to fuch a Miltake, is furprifing ; when we con- 
‘© fider, that Herodotus affirms, that a Man pre- 
‘¢ pared for Expedition could go on Foot from the 
‘+ Cilician Sea to the Euxine in five Days. Indeed 
«¢ Ptolemy makes a Degree of the great Circle to 
“¢ confift but of 500 Stadia, and confequently the 
«© Breadth of fia Minor (as it is commonly called) 
<«¢ will not be increafed in Proportion to the Num- 
«¢ ber of Degrees, it being, according to this Com- 
«< putation, 400 Miles Engli/b : But this is a great 
ss deal too much, efpecially as the Country is very 
«¢ mountainous, for a Footman to difpatch in fo 
*: fhort a Time as five Days. 
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‘¢ Strabo, from Eratoftbenes, places the Sinus 
Ificus in the fame Parallel wich the Fretum Ga- 
ditanum , which is pretty near the Truth: But 
then he fays again, from Hipparchus, that Nar- 
bon, Maiffalia, and 5;zantium, lie under one Pa- 
rallel. ‘This, it is probable, led Prolemy into 
the abovefaid Miitake. The Latitude of M42/- 
falia had been determined to be about 43, by 
the Oblervations of Pytheas. He therefore placed 
Byzantium and the Shore of the Euxine in the 
fame Latitude, and, of confequence, made all 
this Country almoft double what it is in reality. 
«s Another Reafon might be affigned for his 
placing Byzantium {fo far to the Northward, and 
that is, his making a Degree of the great Circle 
to confift of but 500 Stadia, whereas in reality 
it contains very near 605: So that the greater 
the Diftance, the more, in Proportion, are the 


‘ Number of Degrees increafed ; fix of Prolemy’s 


not being quite equal to five of the great Circle, 
And thus we find, that the Diftance between 
Alexandria in Egypt, the Place of Ptolemy’s Re- 
fidence, and Byzantium, is in reality about 10 
Degrees, the former being in near 31, the latter 


‘in 413 whereas Ptolemy increafing one Degree 


in five, has placed Byzantium in 43. However, 
as Hipparchus in Strabo does affirm, that Byzan- 
tium is by Obfervation exactly in the fame La- 
titude with Ma/ffalia, and as Ptolemy makes 
them exactly the fame, viz. 43. 5. it is moft 
probable he was mifled by thofe Authorities, 
We may from this be convinced, how little 
Strefs ought to be laid upon the Obfervations of 
the Ancients, and how far their Authority is to be 
relied an, with regard to the Motion of the Poles 
of the Earth, M. Caffui, in the Adem. of the Acad. 
Reyal, has treated this Subject in a very curious 
and ample Manner ; After which, itis furprifing 
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“ how M. Voltaire (Philofopbie de Neuton, Cap. 
«© 22.) could efpoufe this Opinion of the Poles 
‘« fhifting after the Rate of one Minute in 100 


_ © Years; and affirm, that the Egyptian Aftrono- 


«© mers had made regular Obfervations of the Hea- 
“ yens for two whole Revolutions of the Poles, 
«¢ which makes the Egyptians a very ancient Na- 
<< tion indeed ; for two Revolutions amount to no 
<< Jefs than 4320000 Years,” : 

Thefe Reflections may. be of Ufe for rectifying 
the Miftakes that the modern Map-makers, and 
fome late Authors alfo, have fallen into with Re- 
gard to the Situation of the Places in Queftion. 

Rem. ll. The Greeks, in their March to the Eaft, 
muft of Neceffity have paffed a River, now called E- 
pbrin, about half Way between the Bay of Scande- 
rim and Meppo; for it rifes in the Mountains above 
Koru;s, and: falls into the Lake of Antioch. This 
River is at leaft as confiderable as the Chalus, which 
Xcnoph.n {peaks of, and much more fo than any 
River between Aleppo and the Euphrates, and yet 
he has not fo much as mentioned it. This, among 
a great many Inftances of the like kind, almoft 
prevails on Mr. Forffer to think, «¢ That our Hif- 
‘¢ rorian kept no Journal, at leaft no regular one, 
“< of this Expedition; but that he drew it up a 
great many Years afterwards, at his Leifure in 
Exile, from the feveral Particulars, which mutt 
have made a very ftrong Impreffion upon his 
Memory. This will not feem fo ftrange, when 
‘* we confider, that, in Xenopbon’s Days, Writing 
<* was not what it is in our’s ; the Materials were 
not eafy to be had, nor were they eafy to be 
carried in fuch Marches as they performed.” 
Kem. Ill. Thapfacus, onthe Euphrates, was one of 
thofe Cities which the Grecian Army called at, in their 
March with Cyrus. “ This, tho’ nothing at pre- 
$* jent remains of it but the Name, was formerly 

“¢ a Place 
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‘¢ a Place of great Note: It wasthe Frontier-Town 
- «© of the Kingdom of //rae/ in the Days of David 
«© and Svlomon ; for it is faid, 1 Kings iv. 24. That 
¢ Solomon had Dominion over. all on this Side the 
« River, from Thapfakh even to Ngaza, over ail 
“¢ the Kings on this Side the River, viz. the Euphrates 
‘¢ Our Tranflators have render’d them Tiph/ab and 
“© Azzah, which puts fuch a Difguife upon thefe 
<< two noted Cities, that, I dare fay, very few 
“© People, upon feeing thefe Names in the Bible, 
‘«¢ have been able to know them. Such Confujfion 
‘© bas the Pointing of the Hebrew brought into that 
‘¢ primitive and facred Language! Thapfakh, in 
‘¢ the Original, fignifies a Pa/s, or pafing over, or 
‘¢ perhaps in chis Place more properly a Ford : 
s¢ For as, in our Nation, there are, at prefent, Bridges 
“¢ over moft of the Rivers, at fuch Places as end in 
«¢ Ford, fuch as Oxford, Wallingford, Hertford, 
«s and the like; yet it is certain thefe Names were 
¢¢ given them from fording the Rivers at thofe 
«¢ Places before Bridges were built. In like man- 
¢¢ ner it is more than probable, that Z/ap/akb was 
« fo called from the Euphrates being fordable at 
«© that Place ; becaufe it was a Town of Note in 
“ David’s Time, and confequently muft have had 
ss its Name long before, in thofe Times of fimple 
«© Nature, when Ferry-boats and Bridges of Boats 
<¢ were not invented,” 

Mr. Forfter cannot leave this Subject, without 
taking Notice of a great Error crept into the Copies 
of Strabo; where, {peaking of Alexander’s Delign 
of fubduing the Arabs, he tells us, Tat great Con- 
queror, feeing the Impoffibility of attacking them by 
Land, propofed to build a great Quantity of Boats in 
Phoenicia and Cyprus, and tran/porting them feven 
Stadia to Thapfacus, to convey them by means of the 
River to Babylon. «* Which makes it not a Mile 
*¢ from the Coaft of the Mediterranean to Thap/a~ 
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“© cus, whereas it muft be at leaft 150. I cannot 
‘© find that any of the learned Men, who have 
‘< made their Obfervations upon this Author, have 
«© taken. any Notice, much Icfs made any Attempt 
“ towards the clearing up, of this Paflage.” To 
fupply this Neglect in fome meafure, Mr. Forfer 
propofes the following Obfervation: * It is certain 
“ that Strabo, in compofing fuch a Work as his 
Geography is, muft confult a very great: Variety 
of Authors; and tho’ he himfelf always makes 
ufe of the Studium in computing of Diftances, 
« yet in tranicribing other Writings, he might 
« fometimes be forced to adopt other Terms, For 
Inftance, in this Place he might meet with 
seSu0is txlé. and put it down fo, as not being 
able to determine the exact Quantity ; which 
«¢ fome ignorant Scribe, feeing sade in alt other 
« Places made ufe of, might change, and think he 
<< had done his Author great Service.” 

Rem.1V.Again, Mr. Forfter notes that **Pliny, Ste- 
poanus of Byzantium, and Lucan affirm, that Alex- 
*s ander pafied the Euphrates at Zeugma, (a Place 
«¢ near 230 Miles higher up the River.than Thup- 
* facus) contrary to the Authority of all other 
Hiftorians, and the Nature of the Thing itfelf ; 
“s for as Alexander was at Tyre, in his Return from 
«s Egypt, and was to direct his March towards 
Arbela, it would have been near 400 Miles out 
** of his Way to have gone to Zeugma. What 
¢¢ might probably lead Péimy and the reft into this 
Mittake was the Name of the Place : For Zeug- 
ma was fo called, becaufe a Bridge was laid over 
the Euphrates there: And as there was a Bridge 
“¢ alfo over the Euphrates at Thapfacus, it might 
‘¢ eafily lead Authors at fo great a Diftance into 
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¢¢ fuch a Miftake.” 
Rem.V. As to the Situation of Babylon, Mr. Forfter 
can find nothing to determine it with any Exactnets. 
6s Tho’ 
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‘© ing for the.Difference of Latitude, and Bending 


Tho’ aftronomical Obfervations were made there 
conftantly for feveral Centuries, yet lefs remains 
(if lefs can remain) of thefe, than of that once 
fo famous City, Mr. Bedford, in the firft Chap- 
ter of the firft Book of his Scripture Chronology, 
has reckon’d up a great Variety of Opinions 
concerning the Situation of the Place, and at 
Jaft himfelf adheres to one of the worft. He 
quotes three of the principal Arabians, who, it 
is highly probable, had every one of them been 
upon the Spot, and made fome fort of Obfer- 
vation to determine the Latitude: For, as they 
differ among themfelves, they could not copy 
from any that weat before, nor from one ano- 
ther; and as the Difference is but very fimall, 
it might be owing to the Inaccuracy of their 
Inftruments. But he choofes to forfake thefe, 
and follow Bochart, who places it almoft a whole 
Degree further to the North. As to the Lon- 
gitude, he again, from Bochart, makes it 77 
Degrees, 46 Minutes, which is a great deal too 
much: For as the Longitude of Scgnderiin has 
been determin’d to be 55 Degrees, 25 Minutes, 
fo upon the foregoing Suppofition, the meridian 
Dittance between Babylon and Scanderiin mutt be 
22 Degrees, 21 Minutes, which, upon a little 
Examination, will be found very much to exceed 
the Truth, For Inftance, from Scandertin to 
Aleppo is not 60 Miles ; which, confidering the 
Winding of the Roads, and the Difference of 
Latitude, cannot exceed one Degree. From 
Aleppo to Thapfacus, Xenophon makes 45 Para- 
Janga’s, or Leagues, which upon this Parallel, 
the Difference of Latitude above one Degree, 
cannot make above 2 Degrees and a half. From 
Thapfacus to Babylon was 4800 Stadia, tollow- 
ing the Courfe of the Euphrates: Now, allow- 
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“¢ of the River, we will fuppofe Babylon a little 
<* more to the Eaft by 300 geographical Miles, 
«¢ (and this, I am perfuaded, will be thought too 
much) which being reduced, will be found to be 
<< 6 Degrees. So that the meridian Diftance be- 
« tween Scandertin and Babylon cannot, upon any 
€ reafonable Calculation, be fuppofed more than 
« g Degrees and a half, which, added to the Lon- 
« gitude of Scanderin, makes 64 Degrees, 55 
« Minutes, the Longitude of Babylon. Bochart 
<< therefore has placed this City no lefs than 13 De- 
<¢ orees too far to the Eaft. As for the Arabians, 
« Fachard, &c. they followed Ptolemy, and as he 
had, for the moft part, nothing but Imagination 
<< to determine the Longitude of Places by, it is 
<< not to be wonder’d at, if he generally does it in 
«© a manner very wide from the Truth.” 

Rem.V1. Marching over the Plains of Armenia, the 
Greeks came to the River Teleboas, ** which M.De- 
<¢ Ji/e,in his Differtation and Map, in the Memoirs of 
*¢ the Royal Academy of Sciences,* entirely over- 
“< looks, -and pafies from the Head of the Tigris 
“ tothe Euphrates, without taking any Notice of, 
«* or laying down any River betweenthem. How- 
“ ever, in his large Map, publifhed in the Year 
ss 1723, ‘entitled, Retraite de dix Mille, he has 
sc re¢tified this Miltake, and laid down the Zele- 
“© Joas as an Arm of the moft eafterly Branch of 
«¢ the Exphrates, which M. Delifle has difcovered, 
ss from Ptolemy, to rife 50 Leagues to the Winter 
<¢ Eaft of the Springs above Ertzrum, and which 
ss he makes the Greeks pafs juft at the Fountain. 
<¢ So that their paffing of this Branch of the Ez- 
‘© phrates, muft be more to the Eaftward by at 
¢ Jeaft two Degrees than the Meridian of Ertzrum : 
¢ But how little this fquares with the Situation of 
<¢ thefe Countries, a fmall Degree of Reflection 
sé will convince us. We ‘have feen above, that, 
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upon the moft favourable Calculation, the Lon- 
gitude of Babylon cannot be more than 64 De- 
grees, 55 Minutes. After the Battle, the Grecks 
travelled upon the Banks of the Tigris, till they 
came to the Carduchian Mountains: Now, as 
the Courfe of this River is from the N. W. and 
W.N.W. fo they muft diminifh the Longitude 
confiderably by this long March, Delijle’s Map 
makes it 3 Degrees; fo that they enterd the 
Carduchians Country in Longitude 61 Degrees, 
55 Minutes. But the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences, of which M. Deli/le was Geographer, 
places Ertzrum in 68 Degrees, 45 Minutes ; fo 
that the Sources of the Euphrates, which M. De- 


“¢ lifle, from Ptolemy, places 50 Leagues S. E. of 
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Erizrum, muft be at leaft in 70 Degrees, 45 
Minutes, Longitude. Upon this Suppofition 
therefore, the Greeks, in travelling 3 Degrees of 
Latitude, (for fo much M. Deli/le makes it from 
their entering the Carduchians Country to their 
fording the Euphrates) muft deviate to the Eaft 
no lefs than g Degrees; which is quite incre- 
dible ; cfpecially as Xenophon himfelf tells us, 
and M. Delifle repeats his Words, that their 
Courfe was North. Again, let us view this Af- 
fair in another Light: Zournefort informs us, 
(Vol. II. Let. 6.) that from Ertzrum to Aleppo 
is 35 Days Journey; and Tavernier (Book II. 
c. 4.) that from Bir to Mon/ful is but 15 Days 
Journey. Now as Bir is in the Road from 4- 
leppo to Ertzrum, or very near it, and four Days 
Journey from Aleppo, fo it will be thirty-one 
Days Journey from Bir to Ertzrum. Bir is in 
Latitude 37 Degrees, 10 Minutes, Ertzruv in 


39 Degrees, 56 Minutes, 35 Seconds, and Maz- 


‘< fal in about 35 Degrees, 30 Minutes; fo that 

‘© Ertzrum is more to the Northward, with refpect 

*© to Bir, than Monful is tothe Southward, by 1 
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Degree, 6 Minutes, 35 Seconds, for which we 
mutt allow 5 Days Journey ; therefore Ertzrum 
is more to the Eaft than Mon/al by 11 Days 
Journey. But M. Delifle makes the Greeks en- 
ter the Carduchian Mountains a little to the Weft 
of Monful ; and confequently as they travelled 
North, they muft pafs the Euphrates a great deal to 
the Weft of Ertzzum: Whereas he has laid 
down their Rout above 200 Miles to the Eaft 
of Ertzrum. M. Delifle tells us of one M. Du- 
val, formerly Geographer to the King of France, 
who drew a Map of this Expedition, and laid 


‘ down the Countries as beft fuited his own No- 


tions, without any Regard to their true Dimen- 
fions; by which he doubled the Perfiaz Do- 
minions, and made 4fa Mizor to contain 1500 
fquare Leagues inftead of 600. How much M. 
Delifle has fucceeded better, we have in fome 
meafure feen above. He quotes P: Beze’s Au- 
thority for the Latitude of Zrebifond, but fays 
not one Word about the Longitude: The Rea- 
fon of this feems to be, that if he had, it would 
have overfet his whole Scheme. He places Ba- 
byion in 62 Degrees Longitude, the Royal Aca- 
demy places TZredifond in 65 Degrees Longitude ; 
fo that had the Places been thus laid down, and 
the Rout of the Army made fomewhere towards 
the North, they muft have arrived at the Ezvx- 
ine a good deal to the Weft of Zrebifond. In 
order to remedy this, he has laid down Trebifond 
in 57 and ahalf, and Ertzrum in 58, has made 
the 10000, from the Carduchian Mountains, {leer 
a N. N.E. Courfe: So that when they came 
into Georgia, they turned to their Left, and 
travelling afterwards near 300 Miles due Welt, 
arrived at Trebifond. Whereas, had the Black 
Sea been extended to its due Length, the Greeks 


' muft have arrived at'the Shore of it, where he 
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places Taochir, the Place where he makes ’em 
turn to the Lefe. 

‘© M. Delifle is equally unhappy in his Guefies, 
with refpect to the.ancient Meafures of the Greeks. 
He compares the Diftances of Places, mentioned 
by Xenophon, with their true Diftance determin’d 
by aftronomical Obfervations. Xexophon makes 
the Diftance between Ephefus and the Gates of 
Syria near equal to that between the Gates of 
Syria and Babylon. Modern Obfervers have 
difcovered, that from Smyrna (near Ephe/us) to 
Scanderin (near the Gates of Syria) is pretty 
near equal to the Diftance of Scanderiin from 
Bagdat (near ancient Babyion.) The fame, he 
tells us, may be faid of their Return from Bady- 
lon to Trapezus : But that comparing thefe Dif- 
tances together, he concludes, that the Meafures 
of the ancient Greeks were much fmaller than 
we fuppofe them ; that a Stadium in Xenophon’s 
Days was but about half fo much as it was in the 
Times of the Romans. He fuppofes, that in 
ancient Times they made ufe of a common Pace 
in the Menfuration of Land, which is no more 
than two Feet and a half; whereas afterwards 
the Pace was double, i. ¢. five Feet. He fays, 
what confirms him in this Opinion is, the Quan- 
tity.of a Degree determined by 4riffotle, who 
fays, in his Book de Celo, that the Circumference 
of the Earth is 400,000 Stadia, which, being 
reduced, gives 11114 toeach Degree. How- 
ever, upon Examination, we cannot find that 
Ariftotie ever determined the Quantity of a 
Degree, or that it was at all determined in his 
Days.——Sitrabo feems to intimate, that Era- 
toftbenes was the firft who applied celeftial Ob- 
fervations to determine the Magnitude of the 
Earth ; and M. Cafini is pofitive in this Opi- 
nion, However, we will fuppofe that a 
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did determine the Quantity of a Degree to be 
11113 Of the Stadia of his Time, it will then 
of confequence follow, that between the Days 
of Ariftotle and Eratofthenes, the Greek Mea- 
fures were changed in the fame Proportion, as 
11114 bears to 700, which is a Suppofition 
that will hardly be allowed, when we confider, 
that from the Death of the one to thé Birth of 
the other was little more than 40 Years. Be- 
fides, if this Method of arguing is to take Place, 
there would be no End of altering the Meafures 
of Antiquity. Xenophon makes it from Thap- 
facus to the Place of Battle 5910 Stadia, which, 
with the 500 mentioned by Plutarch, makes the 
Diftance from Thap/acus to Babylon 6410 Stadia. 
But in Ariftotle’s Time, i.e. at Alexander's Ex- 
pedition, about 70 Years after Xenophon was in 
this Country, it was found to be 4800; fo that 
the Stadium muft be increafed near one fourth 
in this Space of Time. 

« Tt is very unlucky for M. Delifle’s Hypothe- 
fis, that the ancient Greeks never made ufe of 
fuch a Meafure as the Pace, or had any fuch 
Term, that I can find: All their Meafures were 
by the Foot, and by fuch Compofitions of it, as 
are very well known. Such were the Fathom, 
6 Feet; Plethrum, 100; and Stadium, 600. 
This laft was their longeft Meafure, and there- 
fore they always computed large Diftances by ic. 
When the Greek Foot was firft fixt, is, like the 
Beginning of moft other Things, I believe, quite 
unknown ; but to be fure, a great many Cen- 
turies before the Times we are treating of. And 
when the Standard Meafure is once fixed, and 
becomes current, it is not only needlefs, but ex- 
tremely difficult, afterwards to alter it.——But 
fuppofe, for Argument’s Sake, we allow that 


the Greeks had fuch a Meafure as the Pace, and 
“¢ that 
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«¢ that originally this Pace contained two Feet and 
¢ a half, but afterwards was difufed, and the geo- 
¢ metrical Pace, that of five Feet, took Place ; 
«« yet how could thig affect the Stadium, which 
‘ contained 600 of fuch Feet as the Pace was 
<< compofed of ? as the Foot was the Foundation 
‘ of both, fo they could Rave no Influence the 
¢ one upon the other, Indeed had the Stadium 
« been compofed of a determined Number of 
«¢ Paces, as the Roman Mile was, M. Delifle’s Ar- 
« gument would have had fome Shew of Reafon 
«in it, fome Probability to fupport it. But to 
cc apply two Sorts of Paces, which confifted of 
«¢ different Numbers of Feer, to the Stadium, which 
<< confifted of a determinate Number of Feet of 
‘¢ the fame Length, is fuch an Impropriety, as I 
«¢ am furprifed fo fagacious a Perfon, as M. Delifle 
«¢ moft affuredly was, fhould fall into. 

” & But it may be anfwered that the Difficulty ftill re- 
«* mains. If Xenophon’s Meafures are applied to the 
*¢ true Diftances, determined by Aftronomy, they 
¢* will be found double: For from Epbhe/us to the 
“< Gates of Syria, is made to be about 8000 Stadia ; 
«© whereas its real Diftance is not 5000. To this 
«¢ it may be replied, that great Armies, with fuch 
¢¢ Numbers of Carriages as they muft always have 
«¢ with them, cannot go the neareft Way ; they 
‘¢ muft obferve the Difpofition of Mountains and 
«¢ Rivers, and call at Towns a good Diftance 
¢¢ from the dire€t Road upon the Account of Pro- 
« vifions. This was undoubtedly the Cafe of the 
«© Army before us, which, if join’d to what I faid 
“ above about the Perfian Guides, may give a 
‘© tolerable Account why the Diftances are fo mag- 
é< nified, in their March from Ephefus to Babylon. 
«¢ But in their Return, the Cafe is very different : 
«< At this time they reckoned for themfelves, and 
s© if we take che Diftance from Opis (near which 
“s Bagdat 
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“¢ Bagdat now ftands) to their paffling the £z- 
“¢ phrates below Ertzrum, we fhall find, allowing 
‘< for their Courfe weftward along the Bank of the 
“¢ Tigris, fay, we fhall find it correfpond pretty 

“¢ near with the Aftronomical Obfervations. 
Rem.VI1.ThePdafis is one of the Rivers which the 
Greeks are faid by Xenophon to arrive at, in their Re- 
<¢ treat. ThisM.Delifle ftrives to:prove is the Araxes. 
«¢ — But it is quite improbable they could deviate 
<¢ fo farto the Eaft. Andto fuppofe they came 
“¢ to the Araxes, after they had pafied the £y- 
«© pbrates, is ftill more unlikely ; becaufe thefe 
<¢ two Rivers rife out of the fame Mountain, about 
«¢ fix Miles diftant from each other; the Eupbra- 
<< ges runs Weft, and the 4raxes Eaft, and then 
«© South-Eaft. Now, as the Greeks had paffed the 
«© Euphrates, and travelled North-ward four Days, 
“ they muft have left the Araxes fo far behind 
«¢ them, that it is very unlikely they could ever 
‘¢ come back again to it. I would rather for the 
<¢ prefent, till this Country is better difcovered, 
« {uppofe it to be the noted Colchian Phajis. Stra- 
«¢ bo affirms, that this River has its Source in 4- 
<¢ menia. Dionyfius the Geographer gives it the 
«¢ fame -Origin. So that the Ancients, who 
* knew thefe Countries much better than we do, 
<< gave the Phafis a ‘very different Rife to what 
“¢ is affign’d it by the Moderns, placing its Source 
‘¢ in the Mountains of Armenia ; probably, by 
* what they fay of its long Courfe, not at a great 
¢ Diftance from the Fountains of the Euphrates 
« and draxes, efpecially as Diony/ius calls it the 
“© Armenian Mountain, out of which the Euphrates 
¢¢ rifes. | 
« This will appear ftill more probable, if we 
¢ ferioufly attend to what Mo/es fays in his De-; 
¢ {cription of Paradife, Gen. ti. 10, 8c. where he 
<* informs us, that.a River proceeded out of Ngeden 
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‘< to water the Garden and there, in that Place, 

“6 7, ¢, in the Garden, it was divided and became 

‘¢ into four Heads : The Name of the firft Phifun, 

which encompaffes the whole Country of Khoilh 

(for fo it is written in the Original, or perhaps 

Khoilkb) where there is Gold, and the Gold of 
that Country is good; there is alfo Bdellium, and 

the Stone Onyx. All which Particulars, viz. 

«¢ the Name of the River, (for Phi/un and Phajis 

‘© are Very near the fame) the Name of the Coun- 

‘«< try, and the Products of it, do plainly point oue 
the Colchian Phafis, we are now treating of. 

‘¢ The Ancients are fo full of the Colchbian Gold, 
that it would be endlefs to quote all they fay 

upon this Subject. The bare Mention of the 

‘© Argonautic Expedition (whether real or fictitious) 

will be fufficient to perfuade any one that Col- 

chis was formerly noted for the beft Gold: What 

Pliny fays of it may convince us, that the Cha- 
« racter Mo/fes gives of it is juft, where he tells 
«sus, that the Gold of that Country is good. As 
for the Gems he mentions, they are fuppofed 
by moft learned Writers, both Fews and Chri/- 
tians, to be Cryftals and Emeralds ; both which 
«© the Ancients make Scythia, the Country about 
Pha/fis, famous for. 

‘¢ It may be objected againft what I have here 
faid, that it is entirely improbable that four Ri- 
vers fhould have the fame Source, and that ac- 
cordingly. thefe four, which I fuppofe the Rivers 
of Paradife, viz. the Phafis, the Aras, the Tt- 
gris, and the Péhrat, have their Sources at 2 
confiderable Diftance from one another, To 
this it may be anfwered, that the Time Mo/es 
{peaks of, was before the Flood, when the Sur- 
«¢ tace of the Earth was very different from what 
it is at prefent: For that the univerfal Deluge 
wroughe prodigious Changes in the ane 
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« Parts of this Globe, I think, is manifeft from 
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the very ruinous Appearance of Mountains, the 
unequal Difpofition of their Parts, (I mean, the 
heavieft Bodies mixed with, and often placed 
above the lighteft) and Sea-Shells found in great 
Quantities, and furprifing Varieties upon fome of 
the higheft of them. 

‘© Iam fenfible the current of learned Men is 
againft me, who almoft all agree, that Paradife 
was fituated about the Place where Batylon af- 
terwards ftood; that the Tigris and Euphrates 
meet near that Place, and afterwards part again: 
And therefore that the Heads mentioned by /- 
fes, are thofe two Partings, making four Divi- 
fions ; the two upper being Hiddekel and Phrat, 
the two lower Phifon and Gibon. But with due 
Submiffion to thofe great Names, who have 
efpoufed this Opinion, I believe, it is founded 
upon a Miftake: For that the Euphrates and 
Tigris do not meet together, till a great many 
hundred Miles below Babylon; Nay, it is pofi- 
tively affirmed by the Ancients, that originally 
they did not meet at all, but had their Channels 
diftinét quite to the Sea; and that the Inhabi- 
tants of the Country, by ftopping up the £az- 
phrates, in order to water their Lands, diverted 
its Courfe, and turned it into the Zigris. In 
this manner were the Rhine and the Mea/e join- 
ed together by an Earthquake in later Times. 
* Tavernier, who himfelf failed down the Tigris, 
makes the prefent Junction of thefe two Rivers 
to be at Gorno, atthe Diftance of 145 Leagues, 
or 435 Miles, from Bagdat, only 15 Leagues 
from Balfora. Indeed Della Valle and the Eaf- 
India Pilot make the River to part again, and fall 
into the Perfian Gulf by two Mouths: But then, 
whoever confiders the Situation of that Country, 
‘‘ that it is near the Sea and marfhy, that the Ri- 
| “ ver 
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‘cs yet is three or four Miles broad, and that ir 
‘© overflows the adjacent Country every Year, will 
«¢ chink it a very improper Place to make a Gar- 
«¢ den of, for the Entertainment and Delight of 
‘¢ Man in his State of Innocence. Afo/es indeed 
st fays, that this Garden was in the Eaft from the 
¢s Place he wrote in, that is from Arabia Petrea - 
¢¢ But this will prove nothing at all; becaufe the 
‘© Hebrews took no Notice of the intermediate 
‘¢ Points: So that when a Place lay any where to- 
«¢ wards the Eaft, they faid it was fituated iz she 
¢s Haft.” 

Rem.VUl. Mr. Forfter has afore hinted the Proba- 
bility of Xeophon’s not writing his Hiftory of theZx- 
pedition of Cyrus, till feveral Years after that Event: 
that this was really the Cafe, we have a further 
Evidence, he tells us, from the Digreffion inthe 
fifth Book about Diana’s Offering: ‘* For Yeno- 
“© pbon there makes mention of his Son’s going a 
«¢ hunting ; whereas it is pretty plain, chat at the 
“© Time we are fpeaking of, he had no Children. 
“c He ftaid in 4fa with the Troops till Aze/ilaus 
© was re-called, and after the Battle of Chorvonea 
‘¢ he retired to Scilus, This Battle was fought in 
*¢ the 2d of the g6th Olympiad, near five Years 
‘* after his Return from the Expedition. In this 
‘s Interval he married, and had two Sons ; and 
‘© when they were grown up, which we muft fup- 
© pofe would take up about 20 Years, he wrote 
* this Account of the Tranfactions of the Greeks 
“© in Upper 4fa. Sothat if fome trivial Matters 
‘«< have flipt his Memory, itis not at all to be won- 
«s dered at, fince it was pen’d fo many Years 
¢¢ after che Affairs it mentions were tranfacted. 

«s This Work firft came out under the Name 
“¢ of Lhemiftogenes of Syracufe , and Xenophon 
<¢ himfelf refers to it under this Title in the fecond 
‘* Book of his Hiftery ; But the World was foors 
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“© convinced who was the true Author; for there 
* are not only feveral Paffages in it which Xeno- 
‘ phon himfelf alone could know, but it is like- 
“* wife penned with fo much Harmony and Sweet- 
© nefsas could flow from no other than the Afric 
“© Bee. Indeed, it is the Opinion of fome learned 
“© Men, that Themiftogenes did write an Account of 
“¢ the Expedition, which Xenophon did refer to, as 
“© above; but that he afterwards wrote one him- 
“6 felf, which is the Work we have now extant. 
«s However, we fhall find this very unlikely, when 
«“ we reflect, that our Avaéees was wrote while, 
© Xenophon lived in Eafe and Peace at Scilus, and 
© his Sons were alive ; whereas his Greek Hiftory 
<¢ was not drawn up till after the Battle of Adax- 
“© tinea ; when Scilus was deftroyed, Xenophon re- 
¢ moved to Corinth, and one of his Sons flain ; 
“ So that as Sci/us was deftroyed fome time be- 
‘ fore this Battle, fo the Expedition mutt be 

<¢ wrote fome time before the Greek Hiftory. 
Rem. IX. This Differtation'clofes with a Remark 
on a very confiderable Error in Arbuthuvt’s ‘Tables, 
which has mifled Mr. Spe/man, in reducing the 
Greek to the Englifh Meatures, at the End of the 
Book ; for who, fays Mr. Forfler, could have any 
Sufpicion of the Correétnefs of a Work, which, it 
is fuppofed, was overlooked by fome of the great- 
eft Genius’s in Kurope ? ** Thefe Tables make the 
«¢ Greek Foot fomewhat larger than the Exgli/h 
“ Foot: The Pace to contain 5 Foot Englifh, and 
¢ yet the Stadium to contain but 100Paces, 4 Feet, 
+ 4 Inches and a half; fo that 600 Greek Feet are 
* not equal to 505 Englifh Feet: and fo the pias, 
‘ which contains 4800 Greek Feet, is made equal 
+ to 805 Paces 5 Feet, that is 4030 Englifh Feet. 
This Error arifes from computing by the Fathom 
inftead of the Pace. The fureft Way of reduc- 
‘ ing the ancient Meafures to thofe of the Mo- 
«¢ derns, 
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‘< derns, is to keep in Mind the true Proportion 
«¢ of their refpective Feet. Thus 960 Greek Feet 
“ are equal to 967 Engli/h, and therefore the 34650 
“¢ Stadia contained in the whole Expedition and 
«© Return of the Greeks, will, when teduced to our 
«¢ Meafures, amount to 3966 Miles. The Greck 
¢¢ Mile or uiav, is lefs than an English Mile by 
“© 445 Englifh Feet. An Englifh Mile contains 
& 4914 Greek Feet.” 

What Mr. Forfter hete has an Eye to, is this: 
The laft Paragraph of the Expedition of Cyrus, in 
Mr. Spelman’s Tranflation, tuns thus; “ The 
«© whole of the Way, both of the Expedition and 
« Retreat, confifted of two hundred and fifteen 
‘¢ Days march, of eleven hufdred fifty five Para- 
ss fangas, and of of thirty four choufahd fix hun- 
‘¢ dred and fifty Stadia, and the Time employed 
‘¢ in Both, of a Year and three Months.” 

. For an Explication of thefe Meafures of Length, 
Mr. Spelman has dnnexed a Note, wherein he re- 
fers us to the twenty-firft Anaotation upon the firft 
Book, where he had told us, that a Ssadium con- 
tains one hundted Fathonis, that is, fix hundred 
Feet: at the fame Time taking notice, that the 
Greek Foot contained 875 Decimals more than an 
Englifp Foot, fo that whoever would be exact, mutt 
compte according to that Fraction; and that the 
Plethrum contains the fixth Part of a Stadium, i.e. 
one htindred Feet. To this he adds as followeth, 
“© The Parafangas or Stadia, mentioned by Xeno- 
‘© phon in the above cited Paffage, being reduced 
*© to Engli/h Miles, amount to no more than 3305 
‘© Miles and a half, and not to 43313 a8 Hutch- 
‘¢ infon computes it, who reckons eight Stadia to 
¢ an Englifo Miles eight Stadia, indeed, make a 
66 widwod, of Greek Mile, but do not, by a great deal, 
“ amount to an Englifh Mile; fince an Enghfp 
* Mile, according to Arbuthnot, contains 1056 
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“ Geomerrical Paces, and a Greck Mile only 806: 
“« So that an Engh/e Mile is 6 a Greek Mite, as 
*© 1056 to 806, 4331 Greek Miles being there- 
*¢ fore Contained in 34650 Stadia, if we fay 1056: 
* 806:: 4331: the proportional Number will be 
“ 2206, with a Fraction of 668 ; fo that 33052 
‘© will be, to a Trifle, the Number of Engii/h Miles 
“ contained in the 34650 Stadia as above faid.” 

I fhall finifh this Article with one or two Speci- 
mens of Mr. Spelman’s Tranflation. TO. intro- 
duce thefe, I will trace the Plan of Xexophon’s Hi- 
ftory of the Expedition of Cyrus, to that Part of 
it which contains my Examples. : 

Darius and Par}fatis had two Sons, of whom 
Artaxerxes was the Elder, and Cyrus the Younger, 
Darius falling fick, and thinking himfelf near his 
End, defired his two Sons might attend him, The 
eldeft happened to be prefent: Cyrus was fent for 
from his Government, over which his Father had 
fet him. Cyrus cameto Court, accompanied by 7:/- 
fapherxes, as his Friend, and a numerous Atiendance 
of heavy armed Greeks. Darius died, and was 
fucceeded by drtaxerkes ; prefently after which his 
Brother Cyrus is accufed of a Confpiracy againit 
him. He is theteupon apprehended ; but is taved 
from the Punifhment of his Treafon by the Inter- 
ceffion of his Mother, and fent back to i€ Pro- 
vince. Cyrus is no fooner there, but he enters into 
new Contrivances to dethrone drtaxer-eés, and reiga 
in his Place. In this villainous Project he is en- 
eouraged by his Mother, who was fonder of dim 
than of the King. With this View, under various 
Pretences, he affembles a powerful Army, both 
Greeks and Barbarians. With thefe, the Main of 
which had no Sufpicion of his real Defign, he 
marched from Sardes, and traverfing Lydia, Pory- 

gia, Lycaonia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, Syria, and Ara- © 
bia, entered Babylon. While he was in Phrygia 
43 he 
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he received a Reinforcement of Greeks ; the Num- 
ber of which in his Army now amounted in the 
Whole to eleven Thoufand heavy armed Men, and 
about two Thoufand Targeteers. At Tar/us, the 
Capital of Cilicia, Cyrus and his Army ftaid twen- 
ty ‘Pays, and here the Soldiers firft entertained a 
Sufpicion of his Intertion, that he was leading 
rem againit the King, and declared they would 
go no further, faying, they were not raifed for that 
Service. But he gave fuch an Anfwer to their 
Inquiries upon this Head, as deceived them into a 
Refolution of following him, till he led them to 
the Banks of the Eupprates. Here Artaxerxes met 
him at the Head of a powerful Army. However, 
Cyrus’s Forces had manifeftly the Advantage of 
his Brother’s, and he weuld undoubtedly have gained 
the Victory, and made a Conqueft of the Empire, 
if he had not been flain in the Engagement, by the 
Stroke of a Javelin under the Eye. This deferv- 
ed Cataftrophe turned the Fate of the Battle. And 
now we come to Xenophon’s Character of him, as 
it appears in Mr. Spelman’s Verfion. | 
«© Thus died Cyrus, a Man univerfally acknow- 
ledged by thofe who were well acquaint- 
‘¢ ed with him, te have been of all the Perfians, 
“ fince the ancient Cyrus, indued with the moft 
« princely Qualities, and the moft worthy of Em- 
« pire. Firft, while he was yet a Child, and edu- 
‘¢ cated with his Brother, and other Children, he 
“© was look’d upon as fuperior to them all in all 
“ Things; for all the Children of the great Men 
“ in Perfia are brought up at Court, where they 
«¢ have an Opportunity of learning great Modefty, 
« and where nothing difhoneft is ever heard or 
« feen. Thete the Children have conftantly be- 
** fore their Eyes, thofe who are honoured and dif- 
*« graced by the King, and hear the Reafons of 
“< both: So that, while they are: Children, they 
 prefently learn tocommand, as well as to obey, 
| Cc2 “ Her 
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Here Cyrus was.obferved to have more Docili 
than any of his Years, and to fhew more Sub- 
miffion to thofe of an advanced: Age, than any 
other Children, though of a Condition inferior 
to his own. - He was alfo obferved to excell, not 
only in his Love of Horfes, but in his Manage- 
ment of them; and in thofe Exercifes that -re- 
late to War, fuch as Archery and lancing of 
Darts, they found him the moft defirous to learn; 
and the moft indefatigable. When in the Flow- 
er of his Age, he was, of all others, the fondeft 
of Hunting, and in Hunting, of Danger : And 
once, when a Bear rufh’d upon him; he ‘did not 
decline the Encounter, but.clofed with her, and 
was torn from his Horfe, -when he received thofe 
Wounds, of which he ever after wore'the Scars ; 
at laft he killed the Bear, and the Perfon, who 
firft ran to his Affiftance, he made a happy man 
in the: Eyes of all that knew him. § «:, 


- € When -he was fent by his Father erce 
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of .Lydia, the Greater Phrygia,-and Cappadocia, 
and was declared -General of all-thofe who were 
obliged to affemble in the Plain of Caffolus ; the 
firft Thing he did was to fhew, that, vif he en- 
tered into a League, engaged in a ‘Contraét, or 
mide a Promife, his greateft Care was never to 
deceive. For which ‘Reafon both the Cities that 
belonged ¢o his Government and private Men, 
placed, a Confidence in him: and, if-any one 
had been his Enemy, and Cyrus had- made Peace 
with him, he -was ander no Apprehenfion of fuf- 
fering by a Violation. of it: So that, when he 
made War .againft: Z:/apbernes, all: the Cities, 


befides Miletus,. willingly. declared for him: 


And thefe were afraid of him, becaufe he would 
not defert their banifhed Citizens ; ; for he fhewed 
by his Actions, as well as his Words, that after 
ee had once given t ow aay: of his Friend- 
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« fhip, he would never abandon them, tho’ their 
« Number fhould yet diminifh, and their Condition 
“© be yet impair’d. «It was evident, that he made 
it his Endeayour to outdo his Friends in good, 
<¢ and his Enemies in ill Offices ; and it was re- 
«< ported, that he wifhed to live fo long, as to be 
*¢ able to avercome them both, in returning both. 
ss There was no one Man therefore of our Time, 
‘© to whom fuch Numbers of People were ambj- 
‘¢ tious of delivering up their Fortunes, their Cities, 
“¢ and their Perfons. 
ss Neither can it be faid, that he fuffered Male- 
*¢ faétors and Robbers to triumph ; for to thefe he 
«© was, of all Men, the moft inexorable: It was 
«© no uncommon Thing to fee fuch Men in the 
s¢ great Roads depriv’d of their Feet, their Hands, 
‘s and their Eyes; fo that any Perfon, whether 
<¢ Greek or Barbarian, might travel whicherfoever 
«¢ he pleafed, through the Country under his Com- 
s¢ mand, and: provided he did no Injury, be fure 
‘© of receiving none. It is univerfally acknow- 
‘¢ Jedged, that he honoured, in a particular Man- 
s¢ ner, thofe who diftinguifh’d themfelves in Arms ; 
ss His firftt Expedition was againft the Pifdians 
s¢ and My/fians; in this, he commanded in Perfon, 
¢¢ and thofe whom he obferved forward to expofe 
s¢ themfelves, he appointed Governours over the 
‘¢ conquered Countries, and diftinguifhed them by 
‘© other Prefents ; fo that brave Men were looked 
* upon as moft fortunate, and Cowards as deferving 
“ to be their Slaves: For which Reafon great Num- 
“© bers of People prefented themfelves to Danger, 
‘¢ where they expefted Cyrus would take Notice 
ss of them. 
“ As for Juftice, if any Perfon was remarkable 
for a particular Regard to it, his chief Care was, 
that fuch a.one fhould enjoy a greater Affluence 
than thofe who aimed at raifing their Fortunes 
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éc by unjuft Means. Among many other Inftances 


_ © therefore of the Juftice of his Adminiftration, 


<< this was one, that he had an Army which truly 
"« deferved that Name ; for the Officers did not 
€¢ come to him from Countries on the other Side 
“€ of the Sea for Gain, but, becaufe they were fen- 
‘¢ fible that a ready Obedience to Cyrus’s Com- 
«¢ mands was of greater Advantage to them, than 
«¢ their monthly Pay ; and indeed, if any one was 
<¢ punctual in the Execution of his Orders, he 
*¢ never fuffered his Diligence to go unrewarded. 
«¢ For this Reafon, it is faid that Cyrus was the 
«« beft ferved of any Prince in a]l his Enterprizes. 
“* If he obferved any Governour of a Province 
<¢ joining the moft exact Oeconomy with Juttice, 
<< improving his Country, and increafing his Re- 
‘¢ venue, he never took any Share of thefe Ad- 
«< vantages to himfelf, but added more to them. 
*¢ So that they laboured with Chearfulnefs, enriched 
** themfelves with Confidence, and never concealed 
“ their Poffeffions from Cyrus: For he was never 
«c Known to envy thofe who owned themfelves to 
<< be rich; but endeavoured to make ule of the 
€* Riches of all who concealed them, It is univer- 
“* fally acknowledged, that he poffefs’d, in an emi- 
«< nent Degree, the Art of cultivating thofe of his 
“¢ Friends, whofe Good-will to him he was affuréd 
of, and whom he looked upon as proper Inftru- 
ments to affift him in accomplifhing any thing 
“¢ he propofed: And, as he thought he ftood in 
“* need of his Friends to affif} him in the Execu- 
<‘ tion of his Defigns, for that Reafon, he endea- 
‘¢ voured to fhew himfelf a moft powerful Affiftant 
‘** to them in every thing he found they defired. 

«¢ As, upon many Accounts, he réceived, in my 
*€ Opinion, more Prefents than any one Man, fo, 
‘© of all Men living, he diftributed them to. his 
«¢ Friends, with the greateft Generofity, and = 
«© this 
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this Diftribution confulted both the Tafte and 
the Wants of every one. And as for thofe Or- 
naments of his Perfon that were prefented to him, 
either as of Ufe in War, or Embellifhments to 
Drefs, he is faid to have expreffed this Senfe 
of them, that it was not poffible for him to wear 
them all, but that he looked upon aPrince’sFriends, 
when richly drefs’d, as his greateft Ornament. 
+ However, it is not fo much to be wondered at, 
that, being of greater Ability than his Friends, he 
fhould outdo them in the Magnificence of his Fa- 
vours , but,that he fhould furpafs them in his Care, 
and his Earneftnefs to oblige, is, in my Opi- 
nion, more worthy of Admiration. For Cyrus 
frequently fent his Friends {mall Veffels half full 
of Wine, when he received any that was re- 
markably good, letting them know, that he had 
not for a Jong time tafted any that was more 
delicious ; for which Reafon he fends it to you, 
and defires you will drink it out to day, with 
thofe you love beft. He alfo frequently fent 
them half Geefe, and half Loaves, and fuch 
other Things, ordering the Perfon who carried 
them to fay, Cyrus liked thefe Things, for this 
Reafon he defires you alfo to tafte of them. 
Where Forage was very fcarce, and he, by the 
Number and the Care of his Servants, had an 
Opportunity: of being fupplied with it, he fent 
to his Friends, to defire they would give the 
Horfes, that were for their own Riding, their 
Share of it, to the end they might not be op- 
refs’d with Hunger, when they carried his 
Friends. When he appeared in Publick upon 
‘© any Occafion, where he knew many People would 
‘¢ have their Eyes upon him, he ufed to call his 


«¢ Friends tohim, and affected to difcourfe earneftly 





¢«¢ with them, that he might fhew whom he ho- 
© noured. So that by all I have heard, no Man, 
— Ces either 
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ss either of the Greeks or Barbarians, was ever 
*¢ more beloved.” 

This is, in many Inftances,.a moft amiable and | 
princely Character ; And it is to be lamented, that 
a Perfon, endued with fo many admirable Quali- 
ties, adorned with fo many Accomplifhments, and 
of fo charming a Behaviour, fhould be hurried, by 
‘an unjultifiable Ambition, into Courfes, which, if 
they had fycceeded, would have fixed an indelible 
Stain on his Reputation, in the Judgment of good 
Men, but, as it happened, ended in his deferved Ruin, 

When he was flain, inthe Manner that has been 
mentioned, his Head and Right-hand were cut off 
upon the Spot. Xenophon clofes the firft Book, with 
a Relation ofswhat followed immediately thereupon, 
both in the King’s and Cyrws’s Army, until the 
Greeks, that were in the latter, were informed of his 
Death. With thefe melancholy Tidings the fecond 
Book opens; and it goes on with a Narration of 
their Sentiments, Deliberations and Proceedings, in 
confequence of fo unfortunate an Event, till it ends 
jn that important Crifis, which engaged them to 
make choice of our illuftrious Author for their 
Leader. What enfyed upon this wife and aufpi- 
cious Refplution, 1s the Subject of the Remainder of 
this celebrated Hiftory. But the third Book, in par- 
ticular, begins with an Account of the Manner of 
Xenophon’s being firft engaged in this unlucky Expe- 
dition, the Return from which he afterwards managed 
with fuch confummate Prudence and good Fortune, 
and his being afterwards fet at the Head of the Greeks, 
The two or three Paragraphs containing this, are all 
the Citations I can. find Room for in this Artcle ; and, 
with the foregoing, may ferve as fufficient Ex- 
qmples, for learned Readers to judge by, of Mr, 
Spelman’s Tranflation. 

After finely defcribing the Diftrefs the Greeks 
were in, on finding themfelves deprived of theif 
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Leader, by the Fall of Cyrus; in a ftrange Coun- 
try, from whence they knew not how to retire; and 
in Danger of falling’ into’ the Hands of an incenfed 
Monarch, whofe Dominions they had invaded, and 
whom ‘they came to dethrone and to deftroy, and 
who had broken the Truce he had made with them, 
our Author tells us, ** There was in the Army an /4- 
$¢ ‘thenian, by Name Xenophon, who, without be- 
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ing a General, a Captain, or a Soldier, ferved 
as‘a Voluntier : For having been long attach’d 
to Proxenus by the Rights of Hofpicality, the 
latter fent for him from home, with a Promife, 
if he came, to recommend him to Cyrus ; from 
whom, he faid, he expected greater Advantages, 
than from his own Country. Xenophon, having 
read the Letter, confulted Socrates the Athenian 
concerning the Voyage, who, fearing left his 
Country might look upon his Attachment to 
Cyrus as criminal, becaufe that Prince was thought 
to have efpoufed the Intereft of the Lacedemoni- 
ans againft the Athenians with great Warmth, 
advifed Xenophon to go to Delphos, and contult 
the God of.the Place concerning the Matter. 
Xenophon went thither accordingly, and afked 
Apollo, to which of the Gods he fhould offer 


Sacrifice, and addrefs his Prayers, to the end 


that he might perform the Voyage he propofed 
inthe peft and moft reputaole Manner, and, 
after:a -happy Iffue’ to it, return with Safety: 
Apollo anfwered, that he fhould facrifice to the 
proper Gods. - At his Return he acquainted So- 
crates with this Anfwer ;: who blamed him, be- 
caufe he -had not afked Apollo in the firft Place, 
whether it were’ better for him to undertake this 
Voyage, than to ftay at home; but, having 
himfelf firft determined to undertake it, he had 
confulted tim ¢oncerning the moft proper Means 
of performing it with Succefs: But fince, fays 
he, you have afked this, you ought to do I 
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«* the God has commanded. Xenophon therefore, 
having offered Sacrifice to the Gods according 
to the Direétion of the Oracle, fet Sail, an 
found Proxenus and Cyrus at Sardes, ready to 
march towards the Upper Afia. Here he was 
prefented to Cyrus, and Proxenus preffing him 

§ to ftay, Cyrus was no lefs earneft in perfuacing 
ss him, and affured him, that, as foon as the Kx- 

‘+ pedition was at an End, he would cifinifs-hin ; 

«* chis he pretended was defigned againft the Pi- 

“+ fidians. 

‘6 Xenophon therefore, thus impofed on, engaged 
¢* in the Enterprize, tho’ Proxenus had no share 
«+ inthe Impofition, for none of the Greeks, befides 

§ Clearchus, knew it was intended againft the King ; 
¢* but when they arrived in Cilicia, every one faw 
¢¢ the Expedition .was defigned again{t him. -Then, 
s¢ tho’ they were terrified at the Length of the 

s« Way, and unwilling to go on, yet the grcateft 

« Part of them, out of a Regard both to one ano- 

<¢ ther, and to Cyrus, followed him; and Xexopbon 

ss was of this Number. 

*¢ When the Greeks were in this Diftrefs, he 
¢¢ had his Share in the general Sorrow, and was un- 
«« able co reft. However, getting a little Sleep, 
«“ he hada Dream. He thought-it thunder’d, and 
«¢ that a Flafh of Lightning fell upon his pater- 

nal Houfe, which upon that was all in a Blaze. 

Immediately he awoke in a Fright, and looked 

upon his Dream as happy in this Refpeét, be- 

‘ caufe, while he was engaged in Difficulties and 

* Dangers, he faw a great Light proceeding from 
Fupiter. Qn the other fide, he was full of Fear, 
when he confidered that this Dream was fent by 

«© Fupiter the King, and thatthe Fire, by blazing 

«¢ all around him, might portend, that he fhould 

¢¢ not be ab to get out of the King’s Territories, 

‘¢ bat 
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but fhould be furrounded on all Sides with Dif- 
ficulties. 

*« However, the Events, which were confequent 
to this Dream, fufficiently explain the Nature 
of it; for prefently thefe Things happened: As 
foon as he awoke, the firft Thought thar ac- 
curred to him was this, Why do I lie here? The 
Night wears away, and, as foon as the Day ap- 
pears, it is probable the Enemy will come and 
attack us; and if we fall under the Power of 
the King, what can preferve us from being Spec- 
tators of the moft tragical Sights, from fuffering 
the molt cruel Torments, and from dying with 
the greateft Ignominy ? yet no one makes Pre- 
paration for Defence, or takes any Care about 
it: But hete we lie, as if we were allowed to 
live in Quiet. From what City therefore do I 
expect a General to perform thefe Things ? what 
Age do I wait for? But if I abandon myfelf to 
the Enemy this Day, I fhall never live to fee 
another. _ Upon this hearofe, and firft aflembled 
the Captains who. had ferved under Proxexus.; 
and when they were together, he faid to them, 
Gentlemen ! 1 can neither fleep, (which, I fuppofe, 
is your Cafe alfa) nor lie any longer, when I con- 
fider the Condition to which we ave reduced. For 
it ts plain the Enemy would not have declared War 


‘ againft us, bad they not firft made the necefary 


Preparations 5 while, on our Side, none takes 
any Care how we may rejift them in the beft Mau- 
ner pofible. If we are vemifs, and fall under 
the Power of the King, what have we to expel 
from him, who cut off the Head and Hand of 
his own Brother, even after he was dead, and 
fixed them upon a Stake? How then will be 
treat us, who have no Support, and bave made 
War agaiuf? bam with a Defign to reduce him 


“6 from tie Condsiion of a King to that of a Sub- 
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éc jett, amd, if it lay in our Power, to put bim to 
© Death ? Will be not try the Power of every Ex- 
< sremity, to the eid that; by torturing us in the 
‘¢ moft ignominious Manner, he may deter all Mey 
‘© from ever making War againft him? We ought 
‘< “therefore to do every thing rather than fall into 
‘s bis Hands. While the Peace lafted, I own, I 
“© never ceafed to confider oiurfelves as extremely mi- 
tc feyable, and the King, with thofe who belonged to 
<< him, equally happy: When I caft my Eyes around, 
“© and bebeld how fpacious and beautiful a Country 
© they were Mafters of, how they abounded in Pro- 
‘ vifions, Slaves, Cattle, Gold, and rich Apparel ; 
‘© and on the other hand, vefletted on the Situation 
‘s of our Men, who had no Share of thefe Advan- 
© tages, without paying for them, whith I knew 
‘“< very few were any longer able to do, and that 
« our Oaths forbad us to provide ourfelves by any 
‘ other Means ; when I reflected, I fay, on thefe 
“¢ Things, I was more afraid of Peace than now I 
‘sam of War. But, fince they have put an End 
‘© to the Peace, there feems to be an End alfo both 
cc of their Infolence and our Fealoufy; and thefe 
“ Advantages lie now as a Prize between us, to be 
<< given to the braveft: In this Combat the Gods 
<< are the Umpires, who with Fuftice declare in our 
< Favour ; for our Enemies havé provoked them by 
tc Perjury, while we, futrounded with evéry thing 
“ to tempt us, have with Conftancy abftained from 
“< all, that we might pteferve our Oaths inviolate ; 
<¢ fo that, in my Opinion, we have Reafon to engage 
<< in this Combat with greater Confidence than they. 
‘“< Befides, our Bodies are more patient of Cold, of 
‘© Heat, and of Labour, than their’s; and our 
‘© Minds, with the divine Affiftance, more refolved : 
“© And if, as before, the Gods vouchfafe to grant us 
“ she Vittory, their Men will be more obnoxious to 
“ Wounds ard Death. But poffibly others alfo may 
“© entertain 
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« entertain thefe Thoughts : For Heaven's fake then, 
“ let us not flay till thofe who do, come and en- 
& courage us to glorious Aftions, but let us prevent 
“+ them, and excite even them to Virtue. Shew your- 
és felves the braveft of all the Captains, and the 
‘ moft worthy to command of all the Generals. As 
‘© for me, if you defire to lead the Way in this, I 
“ qwill follow you with Chearfulnefs; and if you 
“© appoint me to be your Leader, I fhall not excufe 
“© myfelf by Reafou of my Age, but think my/elf 
6s even in the Vigour of it, to repell an Injury. Thus 
“ he {poke. | 

_ © The Captains hearing this, all defired he would 
é¢ take upon him the Command, &. 





AS Paci Bi sx 
LITERARY NEWS. 


HERE has been lately publifhed, at Gotin- 

gen, the Bibliotheca Philofopbica of STRu- 
vius, with Emendations, and fuch confiderable 
Additions as have enlarged it to above double its 
primitive Bulk. Thefe Improvements are the Work 
of Lud. Mart. Kabi. In its prefent State it makes 
two Volumes, 8vo, of 476 and 454 Pages. The 
Work is in Latin : Bur it is fuch Latin as the Ger- 
mans generally write; and itis filled with harth fo- 
reign Names. What renders it ftill the more dif- 
agreeable is, the Materials of it being thrown into 
that hateful Form which Bayle fet an ill Example 
of in his Diétionary, and which has been too much 
followed fince. Befides thefe Difadvantages, it is 
a very imperfect Performance, not only by Reafon 
of the Omiffion of many Books and Writers, not 
inconfiderable ; but becaufe of the fuperficial Man- 
ner 
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ner in which thofe are mentioned, that are favoured 
with a Place ih it. wo 
The firft Volume, confifting of five Chapters, 
gontains thé Authors of Philofophical Libraries, 
fuch as this before us; of che Lives of the Philo- 
fophers, ancient or modern ; the Editors of, and 
Commentators on the Works of Plato, Ariftoile, 
Pythagoras, Epicurus, Cartefius, and others; an 
Account of divers Philofophical Seéts, their Dog- 
tna, Hypothefes, fc. the logical and thetapphyi 
cal Writers; with thofe who have treated Phyfics 
in the Experimental Way ; the Compilers of natu- 
ral Hiftories ; and the fpeculative Theologers. — 
The fecond Volume of this Wotk, divided into 
four Chapters, with an Appendix, comprifes an 
Account of Ethical Writers, who have treated of 
civil Polity, and of the Laws of Nature and Na- 
tions. Befides thefe, we have a View of thofe who 
have drawn up Phitofephical Dictionaries, or have 
publifhed Collections of Philofophical Differtations. 


There is juft pubisfo'd, 

The Spirit of Antichrift Difplay*d : In the Hif- 
tory of the Englif) Martyrs, who were cruelly burnt 
or otherways put to Death, for oppofing the Romifh 
Religion, trom the Reign of King Henry IV, 1466, 
to the End of the Reignof Queen Mary. Colle€ted 
from the moft authentick ‘Authors. ‘Whereunto is 
annex’d, A fhort Account of fore of the principal 
Errois taught and pra¢tifed in the Church of Rome 
at this Day. 

The Time cometh, that whofoever killeth you, will 
think that he doeth God good Service. John xvi. 2. 

Printed, and fold by }. Rolinfon, at the Golden 
Lion in Ludgate-fireet, near the Weft-End of St. 
Paul’s, 1740. 3 
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